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The  Last 
Picture  Show: 
Dr.  Video 
Closing 


drVideQ 

Ul.l.\  PMlh  S  \l  K.IIIUfKllOOn  I  IDIJ)  S'fORIi 


by 

Elizabeth 
Weise 


After  20  years  in  the  video  business- 
eight  in  their  Glen  Park 
location  — the  three  own- 
ers of  the  much-loved  Dr. 
Video  store  announced  on 
Sept.  6  they  were  closing 
up  shop  and  declaring 

bankruptcy. 

The  owners,  married  couple 
Melinda  Zarrett  and  Tom  Blake  and 
partner  Bob  Moskowitz.  have  not  been 
able  to  pay  themselves  for  months.  After 
finally  accepting  "the  handwriting  that 
had  been  on  the  wall  for  a  long  time." 
they  made  the  decision  the  last  week  in 
August  to  finally  accept  the  inevitable 
and  sat  down  with  a  lawyer  to  work  out 
the  details,  said  Zarrett. 

The  partners  sold  their  other  store 
on  Potrero  Hill  in  May,  now  called  Four 
Star  Video.  But  they  held  out  hope  for 
their  Glen  Park  store,  to  no  avail.  The 
reign  of  the  video  store  is  nearing  its 
end,  Blake  said. 

"You'd  have  to  be  nuts  to  open  a 
video  store  now,  with  all  this  new  tech- 
nology coming  out,"  he  said.  "It's  just 
the  way  business  is.  We  had  a  good  run, 
met  a  lot  of  people,  and  had  fun.  Things 


Dr.  Video  Owners 


change." 

The  store  had  become  financially 
untenable,  the  partners  said.  On  Friday 
and  Saturday  nights  it  was  busy,  but  with 
so  much  competition  from  big  chains, 
from  other  entertainment  possibilities, 
from  Netflix  (a  popular  online  movie 
rental  service)  and  "just  poor  product 
from  Hollywood,"  in  the  end  there 
wasn't  any  choice,  said  Zarrett. 

"People  don't  understand  the 
ramifications  of  where  they  shop  and 
the  effects  it  has,"  said  Zarrett.  "They 
think  they  can  shop  at  the  chains  some- 
times and  sometimes  here,  and  not  have 
it  affect  local  businesses.  But  the  chains 


Glen  Park  Association  Meeting  Notice 

Tuesday,  October  n,  2005 
7:30  p.m. 

St.  John's  School,  925  Chenery  St. 
Parking  available 

A  police  community  representative  will  discuss  community  safety  and  Block 
Watches.  A  representative  of  the  Neighborhood  Parks  Council  will  discuss 
monitoring  park  planning  and  fund  raising  for  our  parks. 


Photo  by  Michael  Waldstein 

don't  give  anything  back." 

Dr.  Video  did.  Teachers  who  came 
in  to  get  videos  for  their  classes  never 
had  to  pay.  Firefighters  from  the  local 
stations  always  got  free  videos  for  the 
firehouse.  Canine  visitors  also  were  wel- 
come, with  ajar  of  edible  treats  kept  on 
the  counter  just  for  them. 

The  store  is  known  throughout  the 
city  for  its  far-ranging  and  deep  collec- 
tion of  movies,  and  owners  who  loved 
to  talk  about  them.  "I  loved  having  mov- 
ies that  other  stores  didn't  have,"  said 
Blake.  "I  loved  having  people  to  talk 
to  about  movies,  and  that  led  to  good 
discussions  about  other  things." 

While  he  won't  miss  the  headaches 
of  running  a  business,  Blake  said  it's 
the  people  and  the  movies  he'll  miss. 
"We've  been  doing  this  for  20  years.  We 
got  to  know  families.  A  lot  of  the  people 
who  work  for  us  now  started  coming 
here  as  kids,"  he  said. 

Zarrett  says  she's  going  to  look  for 
a  nine-to-five  job  where  "someone  else 
gets  to  make  the  decisions  and  I  just  do 
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NAP  MAP: 
Grand  Scheme 
or  Grand 
Illusion? 


The  Glen  Park  Recreation  Center  was 
the  scene  of  an  informative  presenta- 
tion and  lively  discussion 
about  the  master  plan  for 

n  *  .  the  Natural  Areas  Pro- 
Bonnie 

Waldstein  gmm  Mana&ement  Area 
Plan  (NAP  MAP  for  you 
acronym  aficionados). 
The  City's  Park  and  Recreation  Depart- 
ment manages  natural  areas  on  a  quarter 
or  more  of  our  city  park  lands  spread 
among  31  sites. 

On  June  22  the  20-year  master 
plan  was  unveiled  for  15  of  these  sites, 
including  Glen  Canyon,  Billy  Goat  Hill, 
Dorothy  Erskine,  O'Shaughnessy  Hol- 
low and  Fairmount  Plaza.  The  plan  has 
been  eight  years  in  the  making  and  is 
still  in  draft  form  pending  board  review 
and  Rec  and  Park  approval. 

More  than  700  pages  long,  it 
sets  forth  in  meticulous  detail  a  plan 
to  manage,  preserve  and  protect  our 
native  habitats.  It  addresses  restoration 
efforts,  including  removal  of  invasive 
plants  and  native  planting;  tree  man- 
agement and  removal  (a  real  hot-button 
issue);  educational  and  recreational  use; 
trail  routes;  access  considerations;  and 
potential  conflicting  uses.  It  aims  to 
balance  the  recreational  needs  of  urban 
dwellers  with  the  imperative  of  natural 
resource  protection. 

One  of  the  most  impressive  features 
of  the  draft  report  is  that  each  of  the  3 1 
areas  has  been  subdivided  into  man- 
agement areas  which  are  color-coded 
according  to  three  levels  of  environ- 
mental sensitivity.  The  most  sensitive 
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Editor's  Letter 


Glen  Park  Association  News 


None  of  us,  the  latest  group  of  volun- 
teers to  work  on  the  Glen  Park  News, 
realized  what  a  long  tradition  we  were 
joining  when  we  heeded 
by        Nora  Dowley's  call  for 
Elizabeth  help  after  her  monumental 
Weise     eight-year  stint  as  editor, 
publisher,  coordinator, 
designer  and  layout  person. 

It  took  a  trip  to  the  Glen  Park  library 
and  just  a  tiny  bit  of  digging  to  find  that 
the  paper  has  been  published  more  or 
less  continuously  since  at  least  1980 
and  perhaps  even  before.  The  depth 
of  history,  stories  and  community  in 
the  neighborhood  is  nothing  short  of 
astounding.  Now  our  task  is  to  get  those 
ideas  into  print. 

If  you  see  something  interesting, 
something  wonderful  or  simply  some- 
thing mystifying  in  the  neighborhood, 
give  us  a  call  or  drop  us  a  line.  We 
welcome  submissions  and  are  happy 
to  work  with  both  longtime  writers  and 
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those  newer  to  the  process.  And  if  you 
don't  want  to  write  or  photograph  a  story 
yourself,  we  have  a  team  of  ace  reporters 
and  photographers  looking  for  ideas. 

Have  you  lived  here  for  a  long 
time?  Do  you  remember  when  things 
were  different?  Before  BART?  Before 
the  freeway?  What  was  it  like?  How  did 
it  feel? 

Or  did  you  just  move  here?  Are 
there  things  you  notice  that  surprise 
and  delight  you  or  frustrate  and  confuse 
you?  Do  you  want  answers  or  at  least 
want  to  ask  questions?  This  paper  is  the 
place  to  do  it. 

And  finally,  please  give  us  feedback. 
We  can  only  get  better  with  your  help. 
Keep  those  calls  and  e-mails  coming  to 
908-6728  or  news@glenparkassociation 
com. 


In  our  Winter  edition,  due  out  Decem- 
ber 15th,  look  for  continuing  columns 
by  residents  Tiffany  Farr  and  Dolan 
Eargle,  a  Kate  Stoia  profile  of  long- 
time Glenridge  Cooperative  Nursery 
School  director  Mame  Campbell  Salin, 
more  people-in-the-street  comments 
from  Joanna  Pearlstein  and  of  course 
all  the  late-breaking  news  from  Glen 
Park. 


Walking  in  the  neighborhood,  I  see 

beat-up  dumpsters  filling  up  with 

old  framing,  plaster 

.  wall  board,  broken-up 

,,  ,     ,     concrete,  old  windows 
Michael        .     .      .    .  - 
Plce       and  other  detritus  of 

remodeling.  My  first 
thought:  "Is  that  all  out 
of  one  house?"  My  second  thought: 
"I  hope  the  folks  will  enjoy  the  new 
(bathroom)  (kitchen)  (sunroom)  (back 
deck)."  My  third  thought:  "1  wonder 
how  long  it  took  to  get  the  permit."  If 
you  attended  the  July  Glen  Park  Asso- 
ciation meeting,  you  know  that  how 
residential  remodeling  projects  or  new 
buildings  are  reviewed  and  approved 
is  a  big  topic. 

Every  month,  as  part  of  the  City's 
neighbor-notification  system,  the  asso- 
ciation receives  Planning  Department 
neighborhood  notices  for  review  of 
applications  for  deck  replacements, 
attic  expansions  and  similar  remodel- 
ing; we  also  receive  copies  of  letters 
that  applicants  are  asked  to  send  to 
neighbors,  inviting  them  to  review 
plans  and  comment.  Immediate  neigh- 
bors are  asked  to  sign  memos  that  they 
have  reviewed  the  plans  and  have  no 
objection.  This  is  time-consuming,  but 
it  does  create  a  record  of  notification. 


The  mission  of  the  Glen  Park  Association  is  to  promote  the  collective 
interests  of  all  persons  living  in  Glen  Park,  to  inform  and  educate  about 
neighborhood  and  citywide  issues,  to  promote  sociability  and  friend- 
ships and  to  support  beneficial  neighborhood  projects. 
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Most  projects  subject  to  a  Planning 
Department  permit  that  go  through 
staff  review  and  notice  process  never 
rise  to  a  neighborhoodwide  concern  or 
association  involvement.  These  projects 
also  are  investments  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

The  only  project  the  association  has 
recently  been  asked  to  take  a  position  on 
is  the  Poppy  Lane  house.  (See  story  on 
page  7.)  In  that  case,  the  association's 
Executive  Committee  gathered  infor- 
mation from  both  the  neighbors  and  the 
project  architect.  After  much  discussion 
within  the  committee,  we  did  write  a  let- 
ter supporting  discretionary  review,  that 
is,  asking  the  City  for  a  more  thorough 
analysis.  This  was  not  a  position  for  or 
against  the  project;  we  just  want  the 
Planning  Department  to  take  a  harder 
look  at  the  design  of  the  project  in  this 
unusual  location. 

I  believe  that  the  best  role  for  the 
association  is  to  work  on  neighborhood- 
wide  projects,  such  as  the  City-initiated 
Community  Plan  for  the  village,  park- 
ing and  streetscape  improvements,  and 
to  represent  the  interests  of  Glen  Park 
on  citywide  issues  such  as  parks  and 
transportation,  and  only  rarely  spend 
time  on  individual  residential  proj- 
ects. 


Michael  Rice  is  the  Glen  Park  Associa- 
tion president. 
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Calling  all  Historians: 
Our  Centenary  is  Upon  Us! 


by 

Elizabeth 
Weise 


Almost  a  hundred  years  ago,  as  San 
Francisco  started  to  rebuild 
from  the  1906  earthquake, 
developers  began  to  create 
the  neighborhood  we  now 
know  as  Glen  Park.  Thus, 
next  year  will  mark  the 
centenary  of  our  neighborhood. 

Retired  professor  and  longtime 
Glen  Park  resident  Jane  Radcliffe  has 
agreed  to  help  coordinate  an  effort  to 
bring  together  historical  material  about 
the  neighborhood  — possibly  including 
nearby  Sunnyside  as  well  — with  an  eye 
toward  publishing  the  stories,  history 
and  photos  she  collects,  first  in  articles 
in  the  Glen  Park  News  and  perhaps  soon 
thereafter  as  a  book. 

One  possibility  lies  with  Arcadia 
Publishing,  which  specializes  in  small 
history  books  on  towns  and  neighbor- 
hoods across  the  country.  The  press  had 
contracted  with  another  author  to  put 
together  a  history  of  our  neighborhood 


but  she  was  unable  to  fulfill  the  commis- 
sion and  has  withdrawn  from  the  proj- 
ect. Examples  of  books  from  Arcadia's 
presses  include  one  on  West  Portal  and 
another  on  Noe  Valley,  copies  of  which 
can  be  found  at  Bird  and  Beckett  and 
the  Glen  Park  Library.  The  12-year-old 
press  typically  prints  between  1 .800  and 
2.500  copies  of  its  titles. 

If  you  have  old  photos,  family 
stories  about  the  neighborhood  or 
memorabilia  you'd  like  to  share  with 
the  historical  project  and  in  the  paper, 
please  get  in  touch.  Given  the  scope  of 
the  project  and  the  small  print  runs, 
there's  no  money  involved,  but  it's  a 
chance  to  immortalize  a  history  that 
otherwise  might  fade  away. 

To  contact  the  paper,  please  e- 
mail  editor  Elizabeth  Weise  at  news® 
glenparkassociation.org  or  leave  a 
message  at  908-6728.  To  contact  Jane 
Radcliffe,  e-mail  jradcli@igc.org  or 
call  586-4577. 
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two  things;  people  and  real  estate. 
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Our  New  Office  is  at  590  Bosworth  Street 


Call  (415)585-1500  or  Visit  Our  New  Website  glenparkdental.com 


Notes  From  District  Eight 


by 

Supervisor 
Bevan 
Dufty 


There's  been  good  news  out  of  Wash- 
ington, D.C.  for  Glen  Park  this  sum- 
mer, with  Congres- 
sional passage  of  the 
much-awaited  federal 
transportation  bill 
containing  millions 
for  Bay  Area  transit 
and  road  projects.  I 
have  been  working  closely  with  our 
local  Democratic  Congressman,  Rep. 
Tom  Lantos,  for  almost  two  years  on 
federal  funding  to  support  the  Glen  Park 
Neighborhood  Plan. 

So  I  am  thrilled  to  announce  that 
Lantos  secured  nearly  $3.5  million 
to  make  the  Glen  Park  BART  Sta- 
tion a  better  neighbor  by  enhancing 
pedestrian  safety,  implementing  new 
traffic-calming  efforts,  improving  the 
parking  situation  and  beautifying  the 
surrounding  streets  and  sidewalks.  The 
federal  funding  should  pair  well  with 
the  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom's  greening 
initiative  (see  article,  page  5)  to  create 
a  more  beautiful,  enjoyable  and  sustain- 
able Glen  Park  Village. 

Many  Glen  Park  neighbors  and 
City  agencies  and  staff— especially 
City  Planner  AnMarie  Rodgers  — and 
BART  worked  together  to  map  the 
blueprint  that  won  Congressional  sup- 
port for  funding.  I  have  invited  Lantos 
and  his  wonderful  wife,  Annette,  to  a 
celebration  dinner  at  Chenery  Park. 

At  the  local  budget  level,  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  passed  a  $5.3  billion 
spending  plan  for  the  new  fiscal  year 
that  balanced  the  mayor's  desire  for 
infrastructure  investment  with  resto- 
ration of  funds  for  health,  HIV/AIDS 
services  and  support  programs,  and 
children  and  youth  services  that  had 
been  facing  budget  cuts.  In  addition. 
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685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


we  provided  the  public  schools  with 
a  $12  million  advance  on  next  year's 
voter-mandated  contribution  from  City 
coffers,  a  welcome  boost  to  the  cash- 
strapped  district. 

Kudos  to  Supervisor  Tom  Ammi- 
ano,  who  chairs  the  board's  Budget 
Committee,  and  to  his  aide,  Angela 
Calvillo,  for  their  outstanding  work 
ushering  us  through  budget  delibera- 
tions. Once  again,  the  mayor's  budget 
director,  Ben  Rosenfield,  did  a  stellar 
job  all  year  working  through  difficult 
challenges.  Ben  will  soon  join  City 
Administrator  Ed  Lee  as  his  deputy. 
So  thank  you  Ben.  City  Controller  Ed 
Harrington  and  his  team,  and  Board  of 
Supervisors  Budget  Analyst  Harvey 
Rose  were  also  key  to  our  success  in 
building  a  balanced,  sound  spending 
plan  that  will  lead  to  a  better  city. 

In  addition  to  health  services,  I 
worked  with  Ammiano  on  a  supplement 
that  will  maintain  current  funding  levels 
for  the  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest,  a 
popular  program  that  works  with  neigh- 
bors to  plant  street  trees.  I  have  been 
working  behind  the  scenes  on  a  steady, 
dedicated  funding  source  so  there  isn't 
an  annual  crisis  over  city  tree  funding. 
The  mayor  also  has  earmarked  $9.2 
million  for  his  city  greening  initiative, 
which  will  be  modeled  after  Chicago's 
successful  street  beautification  efforts 
that  include  landscaping  roadway  medi- 
ans and  adorning  commercial  corridors 
with  hanging  flower  baskets. 

I  also  worked  diligently  with  the 
mayor  to  secure  funding  for  10  neigh- 
borhood outreach  and  case  workers 
dedicated  to  helping  the  chronically 
homeless  get  off  the  streets  and  into 
more  stable  housing.  In  our  own  Dist- 
rict 8  we  will  have  a  two-person  team 
working  five  days  a  week  in  our  neigh- 
borhoods. 

There's  a  lot  happening  in  Glen 
Park,  and  at  City  Hall.  If  you'd  like 
to  get  involved,  we're  looking  for 
new  interns  and  volunteers  in  our 
office.  So  if  you  are  intrigued  by  city 
government,  or  know  someone  who 
is,  contact  my  aide,  Amanda  Kahn  at 
Amanda.Kahn@sfgov.org.  My  e-mail 
is  Bevan.Dufty@sfgov.org.  Our  phone 
number  is  554-6968. 


Bevan  Dufty  is  Glen  Park's  represen- 
tative on  the  San  Francisco  Board  of 
Supervisors. 
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NAP  MAP 
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areas  would  have  the  most  aggressive 
invasive  tree  removal  and  the  least  sen- 
sitive areas  would  be  considered  urban 
forest.  Other  highlights  are  sections  on 
the  development  of  new  trails.  Whereas 
now  there  is  only  0.8  mile  of  official 
trails,  the  plan  is  to  have  30  miles  of 
designated  trails. 

Regarding  trees  and  vegetation,  the 
report  outlines  plans  for  reintroducing  or 
augmenting  sensitive  species,  reducing 
invasive  plant  cover,  and  replacement 
planting.  Then  there  is  a  section  on 
everyone's  favorite  subject,  dogs.  Most 
parks  will  have  on-leash  regulations  and 
there  will  be  some  off-leash  dog  play 
areas,  though  not  in  Glen  Park.  The  Dog 
Advisory  Committee  will  hash  out  the 
finer  details. 

The  meeting  was  exceedingly 
well-planned,  as  befits  the  unveiling  of 
a  master  plan.  The  Rec  Center  had  infor- 
mational tables  set  up  for  each  of  the 
15  areas,  staffed  by  knowledgeable  and 
committed  volunteers  including  Randy 
Zebell,  a  natural  areas  gardener  for  the 
past  year  and  a  half,  who  shared 
his  enthusiasm  for  Glen  Park  and 
O'Shaughnessy  Hollow.  Lisa  Wayne, 
Manager  of  NAP,  presented  the  com- 
plexities of  the  plan  very  cogently. 

However,  the  question  that  seemed 
to  emerge  was  whether  the  ambitious- 
ness  of  the  plan  far  outweighed  the 
available  resources  to  implement  it  and 
when,  if  ever,  it  might  come  to  frui- 
tion. 

Some  history:  It  was  back  in  1991 
that  the  management  and  preservation 
of  the  city's  natural  areas  was  mandated. 


DR.  VIDEO 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

a  good  job."  She'll  also  be  pursuing  her 
voice-acting  career.  Blake  plans  to  spend 
a  few  months  mulling  over  his  opinions. 
Moskowitz  earned  his  lawTiegree  a  few 
years  ago  and  is  now  building  up  his 
legal  practice. 

People  who  had  purchased  blocks  of 
video  rentals  in  advance  will  be  able  to 
cash  them  in  for  tapes  and  CDs,  Zarrett 
said.  Cash  refunds  won't  be  possible. 
The  2,500  square  foot  space  has  gone 
through  several  businesses  over  the 
last  40  years,  Blake  said.  Before  their 
store  opened  in  1997  it  housed  a  Bank 
of  America  branch,  which  opened  in 
1969.  Prior  to  that  it  was  home  to  a 
grocery  store. 

Zarrett  had  these  final  words  for 
their  friends  in  the  neighborhood:  "Stay 
out  of  Starbucks  and  Borders.  Shop  in 
Glen  Park!" 


In  1995.  the  objectives  and  goals  for  the 
various  parks  were  defined.  The  draft 
plan  was  begun  in  1998.  the  very  plan 
we  are  reviewing  now  in  2005.  The  pub- 
lic comment  for  this  first  draft. ended 
on  July  28.  Independent  scientists  and 
natural  resource  specialists  will  review 
it  and  a  final  draft  will  be  completed  in 
September  and  environmental  impact 
review  will  begin.  Public  input  will  be 
provided  during  this  process.  The  final 
environmental  impact  report  and  adop- 
tion by  the  Rec  and  Park  Commission 
is  1-1/2  years  away. 

The  process  began  with  much  opti- 
mism back  in  better  economic  times. 
Since  the  dot-com  bust  a  few  years 
ago  the  City's  finances  have  taken  a 
nosedive  and  the  Park  and  Rec  Depart- 
ment has  experienced  a  40  percent  staff 
reduction.  Moreover,  if  the  plan  were  to 
be  implemented  today,  there  are  only 
six  full-time  gardeners  to  oversee  the 
31  natural  areas.  There  is  an  active  and 
much-appreciated  contingent  of  volun- 
teers, and  Park  and  Rec  also  receives 
grants  and  donations  to  augment  its 
activities  and  programs.  However,  it 
seems  unlikely  that  the  full  plan  could 
be  put  into  effect  with  current  personnel 
levels.  The  staff  at  Park  and  Rec  is  hope- 
ful that  since  the  plan  covers  20  years, 
there  will  come  a  time  when  the  City's 
fortunes  will  be  sufficient  to  ensure  the 
preservation  of  our  precious  natural 
areas. 

Copies  of  the  plan  are  available 
at  the  Main  Library  and  all  branches 
including  Glen  Park,  and  on  the  Web  at 
www.parks.sfgov.org. 


Tips  for  Reviewing  the 
NAP  MAP  Online 

•  Log  on  to  www.parks.sfgov.org 

•  Click  "Significant  Natural 
Areas"  in  upper  middle  of 
screen  (under  the  oak  tree  photo) 

•  Click  second  bullet  item, 
"Access  Sections  of  the  Plan 
through  Individual  Links." 

•  Click  item  6.3,  Glen  Canyon 
and  O'Shaughnessy  Hollow 
(or  any  other  Area  of  interest) 

•  Click  item  6.3-5,  "Management 
Areas  and  Trail  Plan"  for  color 
coded  map  of  Management 
Areas  referred  to  in  this  article. 

To  view  the  information  present- 
ed at  the  June  22  meeting,  click 
on  the  bullet  item  "NAP  MAP 
Slide  Show  Presentation." 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  at  Glen  Park  BART 
station  viewing  street  improvement  plans 


Glen  Park  was  picked  as  one  of  four 
neighborhoods  in  the  city  to  test 
Mayor  Gavin  Newsom's  new  Clean 
and  Green  Initiative,  an  ambitious 
program    intended  to 
by       spruce  up  targeted  areas 
Rachel    w*tn  enhanced  landscap- 
Gordon    m8  and  improvements  to 
more  seamlessly  meld  the 
needs  of  motorists,  bicy- 
clists and  pedestrians. 

In  Glen  Park,  the  City  will  focus 
its  attention  around  the  BART  station. 
Congress,  at  the  nudging  of  Congress- 
man Tom  Lantos,  a  Democrat  who  rep- 
resents Glen  Park,  authorized  spending 
$3.5  million  on  upgrades  around  the 
neighborhood  transit  station  as  part  of 
the  federal  transportation  bill.  The  City 
also  is  expected  to  kick  in  some  fund- 
ing. 

Newsom  stopped  in  Glen  Park  on 
Aug.  1 1  as  part  of  a  tour  of  the  neigh- 
borhoods selected  to  participate  in  his 
pilot  greening  project.  The  others  were 
Leland  Avenue  in  Visitacion  Valley  and 
two  small  South  of  Market  areas:  Mis- 
sion Street  between  Division  and  11th 
streets  and  South  Van  Ness  Avenue, 
and  Mission  Street  between  Market 
and  Howard  streets. 

"Greening  the  city  improves  the 
quality  of  life  in  neighborhoods  and 
helps  bring  communities  together," 
the  mayor  said.  He  also  used  the  occa- 
sion to  announce  his  appointment  of 
the  City's  first  director  of  greening. 


Photo  by  Bill  Wilson 


Marshall  Foster,  who  had  been  work- 
ing as  a  City  planner. 

The  mayor  plans  to  use  Chicago  as 
a  model  for  his  program.  There,  com- 
mercial districts  are  lined  with  flower- 
ing baskets,  the  medians  are  landscaped 
with  a  bounty  of  plants  and  flowers  and 
small  gardens  line  the  sidewalks  in  front 
of  many  businesses  and  residences. 

The  biggest  challenge  the  City  faces 
in  making  the  projects  a  success  is  dedi- 
cating enough  funding  to  maintain  the 
improvements,  to  make  sure  the  plant- 
ings are  watered  and  weeded,  the  trash 
is  picked  up  and  graffiti  removed. 

City  officials  promised  that  neigh- 
borhood residents  and  merchants  would 
help  craft  a  plan  tailored  specifically  for 
Glen  Park. 


CRITTER  FRITTERS 


PET  FOOD  &  SUPPLIES 

670  CHENERY  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94131 
(415)  239-7387 

OPEN  7  DAYS 
MON  -FRI  10:00  AM  -  7:00  PM 
SAT  9:30  AM  -  6:30  PM 
SUN  12:00  PM  -  6:00  PM 


Mayor's  Greening  Initiative 
Will  Spruce  Up  Glen  Park 


Glen  Park  News 


Page  6 


Fall  2005 


Carlos  Vargas  and  Carlos  Gonzalez 


Photo  by  Candy  Cantada 


Hospital  Art:  A  Different 
Kind  of  Healing 


by 
Carol 
Gancia 


A  splash  of  color  lit  up  the  commonly 
sterile  stairwell  landings  of  St.  Luke's 
Hospital  on  Cesar  Chavez  Street  last 
June  23.  With  the  support  of  the  St. 

Luke's  Auxiliary,  the 
hospital  unveiled  a 
vibrant  mural  on  the  8th 
floor  of  the  long-term 
unit  as  part  of  its  Heal- 
ing Arts  Initiative. 
The  mural,  painted  by  juvenile 
probation  officer  and  muralist  Carlos 
Gonzalez,  is  a  reproduction  of  a  water- 
color  painting  created  by  St.  Luke's 
resident  and  artist  Carlos  Vargas,  a 
paraplegic  patient  who  paints  with  a 
mouth-stick.  This  is  the  second  mural 
Gonzalez  has  volunteered  to  paint  for 
the  hospital. 

The  idea  behind  the  mural  is  to 
inspire  recovering  orthopedic  patients  to 
practice  climbing  the  stairs  before  their 
discharge.  In  the  end,  the  murals  did 


MIRALOMA 
SHOES  &  REPAIR 


WE  SELL  A  REPAIR 


Koikport 


c larks  -  romika  -  rieker  -  ecco 
sperry  -  minnetonka  -  sheepskin 
uggs  -  bastad  -  portania 

auth.     ^c&sss^  dealer 

"complete  shoe  repair  service "' 
Expert  leather  &  zipper  repair 
orthopedic  adjustments 

415  664-8246 

kf^BSSfM  TUE-FRJ  9  00-6:00 
^v>^  9,30-5  00 

737-B  PORTOLA  DR  •  (NEAR  TOWER  MKT) 
AMPLE  PARKING 


much  more  than  that.  Vargas'  paintings 
have  been  a  great  source  of  inspiration 
for  many  of  the  patients,  families  and 
hospital  staff.  "[The  patient]  has  another 
reason  to  keep  going.  It's  very  moving," 
said  Gyana  Bays,  case  management  and 
administrative  services  director. 

Muralist  Gonzdlez  found  out  after 
meeting  Vargas  during  his  8th  floor 
mural  work  that  he  knew  Vargas  from 
the  patient's  teen  years  as  a  gang  mem- 
ber in  1998.  Gonzdlez  was  the  officer 
who  put  Vargas  on  a  plane  to  Mexico 
to  keep  him  away  from  trouble.  Vargas 
later  found  his  way  back  and  became 
severely  handicapped  from  a  gunshot 
wound  during  a  gang  war.  Almost 
20  years  later,  Vargas  met  Gonzalez 
again. 

Today,  Gonzalez  encourages  Var- 
gas to  pursue  his  art.  Vargas  has  started 
selling  his  paintings  to  people  who  are 
inspired  by  his  story.  He  also  has  been 
a  speaker  at  several  conferences,  shar- 
ing the  dangers  of  gangs  with  young 
people. 

St.  Luke's  ll -story  building  has 
nine  blank  stairwells  waiting  for  vivid 
and  captivating  murals  to  grace  its  walls. 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  painting  sup- 
plies or  volunteer  in  creating  a  mural 
for  the  hospital,  please  contact  Volunteer 
Services  at  641-6490. 


Carol  Gancia  lives  in  Diamond  Heights. 
She  owns  and  manages  Layaco  Promo- 
tional Media,  a  promotional  video  and 
p/iotography  company  in  San  Francisco. 


Eating  Out  in  the 
Neighborhood 


by 
Emma 
Smith 


The  intersection  of  Diamond  and  Chen- 
ery,  with  its  cluster  of  restaurants  and 
cafe's,  may  be  the  geographic  heart  of 
the  Glen  Park  food  scene,  but  several- 
neighboring  arteries 
offer  tempting  varia- 
tions just  a  short  drive  or 
walk  away.  Yes,  fresh- 
baked  pork  buns  glisten 
on  Diamond  Street,  but 
some  of  the  freshest  Chinese  food  in  the 
city  can  be  found  at  Kathy's  California 
Chinese,  near  the  Forest  Hill  Muni  sta- 
tion. And  while  strolling  up  Chenery  for 
a  cookie  at  Destination  Bakery  gives  us 
a  cozy  small-town  thrill,  the  neighbor- 
hood institution  Creighton's,  near  Tower 
Market,  offers  equally  sweet-smelling 
snacks  plus  an  array  of  savory  lunch- 
ables. 

Part  of  what  we  love  about  Glen 
Park  is  having  all  a  body  needs  within 
spitting  distance,  but  there  are  times 
when  one  feels  like  wandering  just 
slightly  farther  afield.  The  following 
three  destinations,  all  less  than  five  min- 
utes away,  are  places  you  might  drive 
past  twice  a  day  without  ever  realizing 
the  culinary  treasures  within.  Read  on! 

Montery  Boulevard 

A  trio  of  excellent  Asian  restaurants, 
and  a  not-half-bad  pizza  delivery  joint, 
pepper  a  three-block  strip  of  Monterey 


Boulevard. 

•  Passers-by  look  askance  at  Mon- 
terey Pizza's  (599  Monterey,  585-5858) 
rather  forlorn  facade,  but  the  pizza  sur- 
passes expectations— and  the  prices  are 
a  boon  for  penny  pinchers.  Try  the  Glen 
Park  special,  with  spinach,  pesto,  feta 
and  corn.  (Though  a  few  small  tables 
line  the  walls,  we  suggest  take-out.) 

•  Across-the-street  neighbors  Lucky 
River  (700  Monterey,  587-1819)  and 
Happy  Palace  (696  Monterey.  585- 
1300)  are  no  less  short  on  style  (for 
style,  see  Kathy's,  next  section),  but 
both  of  their  menus  feature  a  host  of 
authentic  selections  you  won't  find 
at  Panda  Express.  Specialties  include 
dishes  served  in  clay  pots  and  in  siz- 
zling iron  platters. 

•  Siam  Dish  (757  Monterey.  585- 
048 1 )  has  the  local  Thai  restaurant  mar- 
ket cornered,  and  not  just  because  it's 
the  only  one  around.  The  food's  quite 
delicious,  the  waiters  are  friendly  and 
the  lunch  specials  extremely  reasonable 
(most  cost  only  $5.50).  Delivery  with 
$15  minimum. 

Forest  Hill 

Who  hasn't  zipped  past  the  storefronts 
on  Dewey  Boulevard,  near  the  Forest 
Hill  Muni  station,  and  thought.  "We 
really  should  stop  there  sometime"? 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


Contemporary  Itatian  Cuisine 


Charlise  Restaurant  on  Dewey  Boulevard 


Photo  by  Michael  Waldstein 
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Drama  Continues  at 
101  Poppy  Lane 


Perhaps  only  in  San  Francisco  could  the 
fight  over  whether  a  single  house  can  be 
built  go  on  for  more  than  40  years  with 
no  clear  end  in  sight. 

Poppy  Lane  is  one  of  the  few 
unpaved  alleys  left  in  Glen  Park,  and 
arguably  the  most  rustic.  It  juts  off  of 
Diamond  Street  between  Moffitt  and 
Sussex  streets.  You  won't  find  it  on 
most  maps  of  the  city. 

Because  of  the  steep  geography  of 
upper  Glen  Park,  Diamond  and  Moffitt 
streets  are  laid  out  in  such  a  way  that 
they  create  something  of  a  triangle 
where  they  intersect, 
by  The  result  is  that  most  of 
Elizabeth   tne  lots  on  ,ne  downhill 

Weise  s^e  Of  Moffitt  are  very 
long,  steep  and  narrow. 
This  creates  a  kind  of 
pocket  in  the  middle  of  the  block,  a 
large  open  space  above  Poppy  Lane  that 
is  made  up  of  the  lower  ends  of  those 
lots.  A  developer  wants  to  put  up  a  big 
house  in  the  "pocket,"  over  the  strenu- 
ous objections  of  some  neighbors. 

The  groundwork  for  the  dispute 
was  laid  in  the  1960s  when  a  real  estate 
speculator  purchased  the  lower  portions 
of  several  of  the  deep  Moffitt  lots  clos- 
est to  Diamond  Street  and  created  one 
single  lot  big  enough  to  build  on  in  that 
pocket.  Reachable  only  via  the  lane,  its 
address  is  101  Poppy  Lane.  At  the  time, 
the  purchase  and  consolidation  of  the 


lots  was  most  likely  illegal  under  cur- 
rent zoning  codes.  But  later  on  — most 
likely  in  the  1970s  — the  City  legalized 
it.  paving  the  way  for  development. 

That's  when  the  troubles  started  in 
earnest.  Architect  John  Rohosky  and  his 
wife  Roberta  Guise,  whose  home  abuts 
the  lane,  have  been  fighting  the  owners 
of  the  plot  at  101  Poppy  Lane  to  keep 
them  from  building  a  large  house  on  the 
lot.  The  battle  began  in  1972. 

There  have  been  zoning  and  permit- 
ting skirmishes  aplenty  in  the  interven- 
ing years.  Rohosky  and  his  neighbors 
say  their  views,  their  privacy  and  the 
serenity  of  having  a  large  urban  green 
space  behind  their  homes  would  be 
destroyed  by  building  a  house  on  it. 
They  also  fear  it  could  be  a  precedent 
for  the  creation  of  other  buildable  lots 
on  Poppy  Lane. 

Over  the  years,  neighbors  have  tried 
to  get  the  City  to  purchase  the  land  as 
an  open  space  but  the  City  has  declined. 
The  neighbors  also  chose  not  to  buy  the 
lot  when  it  was  last  for  sale  in  the  1990s. 
The  latest  iteration  of  the  debate  is  a 
proposal  by  the  owner,  a  Mr.  Riley,  to 
build  a  3,000-square-foot  home  on  the 
property,  which  neighbors  complain  is 
much  larger  than  other  houses  in  the 
surrounding  block.  The  architect,  Tony 
Pantaleoni,  counters  that  given  the  costs 
of  building  and  litigating  the  permitting 
process,  the  only  way  to  make  the  proj- 


Poppy  Lane 

ect  pay  for  itself  is  to  build  a  large  home 
that  can  be  sold  for  a  high  amount. 

At  the  June  29  Glen  Park  Asso- 
ciation board  meeting.  Guise,  Rohosky 
and  Poppy  Lane  neighbors  Kate  Bond 
and  Debbie  Yee  asked  the  association 
to  support  a  request  that  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Planning  Commission  require 
discretionary  review  of  the  project, 
essentially  closer  design  review  of  a 
proposal  that  otherwise  meets  zoning 
and  building  codes.  Project  opponents 
gathered  signatures,  appeared  before  the 
Planning  Commission,  made  a  "Save 
Poppy  Lane"  video  of  the  area  for 
neighbors  and  planners  and  distributed 
flyers. 


EATING  OUT 

CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

No  more  excuses  — next  time  you're 
on  your  way  home  from  West  Portal, 
save  your  appetite  and  brake  for  a 
relaxed  lunch. 

•  The  two-year-old  French  bistro 
Chouchou  (400  Dewey,  242-0960) 
has  become  something  of  a  culinary 
destination,  with  food  critics  touting  its 
trds  francais  ambiance  (and  staff)  and 
signature  puff  pastry-topped  stews.  We 
also  crave  the  house-baked  desserts, 
gooey  croque  monsieurs,  and  outdoor 
seating.  No  lunch  Monday  through 
Wednesday. 

•  When  you're  all  bistroed  out,  step 
three  doors  down  to  the  just-opened 
Charlise  (406  Dewey,  566-7943).  a 
contemporary  trattoria  serving  modern 
spins  on  Italian  classics.  Interesting 
dishes  like  seafood  pizza  and  a  "rock 
shrimp  martini"  appetizer,  plus  a  great 
Sunday  brunch  make  this  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  neighborhood.  Closed 
Mondays. 


•  Kathy's  California  Chinese  (408 
Dewey,  665-6888)  satisfies  regulars  with 
its  healthy,  produce-packed  dishes.  The 
super-friendly  owners  personally  serve 
their  mouthwatering  creations,  like 
crisp  sesame  beef  and  silky  eggplant 
with  ginger  (our  favorites),  in  a  plush, 
exotic  decor.  Brown  rice  available  upon 
request. 

Portola  Drive 

Almost  anyone  who  shops  at  Tower 
Market  has  stopped  in  for  a  croissant 
and  coffee  at  Creighton's,  but  this  com- 
mercial strip  on  Portola  has  a  few  lesser- 
known  gustatory  secrets  as  well. 

•  Locals  have  been  flocking  for 
25  years  to  the  charmingly  unhip 
Creighton's  Bakery  (673  Portola, 
753-0750),  which  also  offers  the  best 
cheese  selection  around  after  Glen 
Park's  Cheese  Boutique.  The  range  of 
homemade  goodies  is  impressive,  from 
snickerdoodles,  scones  and  petit  fours 


to  puff  pastry  sausage  rolls  and  soup. 
Extra  points  for  hanging  on  even  when 
a  Starbucks  set  up  shop  next  door. 

•  Tower  Burger  (729  Portola,  504- 
6340)  may  look  like  a  dive  from  the 
outside,  but  a  sign  proclaiming  the  use 
of  Niman  Ranch  grass-fed,  sustainably 
raised  beef  suggests  otherwise.  Inside, 
happy  diners  choose  from  a  large  menu 
of  gourmet  beef,  veggie  or  chicken  burg- 
ers. Fish  and  chips,  generous  salads,  and 
Mitchell's  ice  cream  shakes  round  out 
the  offerings. 

•  Tucked  inside  a  large  convenience 
market,  the  unassuming  Miraloma 
Taqueria  (755  Portola,  68 1  -247 1 )  offers 
food  that  is  surprisingly  fresh,  authentic 
and  yummy.  Nothing  traffic-stopping 
here,  just  dependably  good  burritos, 
quesadillas  and  combo  plates.  What  we 
really  love?  No  lines,  unlike  Diamond 
Street's  otherwise  faultless  La  Corneta. 
Also  little  seating,  so  call  in  your  order 
and  pick  it  up  after  shopping  at  Tower. 


Photo  by  Michael  Waldstein 

"Our  first  choice  is  to  stop  (the 
building)  in  its  tracks."  Rohosky  told 
the  board.  "If  not.  then  we  want  some- 
thing that  conforms  to  the  (City's)  Resi- 
dential Design  Guidelines."  Rohosky 
believes  the  guidelines  would  call  for  a 
new  building  more  in  keeping  with  the 
scale  of  nearby  houses. 

They  are  also  angry  that  the  builder 
wants  to  pave  about  1 20  feet  of  Poppy 
Lane  from  Diamond  Street  to  the  new 
house  with  paving  stones  to  allow  access 
to  the  proposed  house,  which  they  say 
would  destroy  the  rustic  character  of  the 
unpaved  lane.  The  City  says  the  lane  is 
a  privately  maintained  public  right  of 
way  leading  to  a  legal  and  buildable 
lot  and  thus  paving  is  acceptable.  The 
plans  filed  by  the  developer  for  the  lane 
do  not  include  completely  paving  the 
section,  however,  but  instead  placing 
parallel  rows  of  paving  stones  in  the 
dirt  roadbed  to  allow  cars  to  drive  on 
the  lane  while  retaining  at  least  some 
of  its  charm. 

After  much  discussion,  the  Glen 
Park  Association  board  agreed  to  write 
a  letter  to  the  Planning  Commission 
supporting  discretionary  review.  The 
letter  states,  "In  general,  the  GPA  does 
not  take  positions  on  individual  build- 
ing permit  applications,  but  given  the 
unusual  configuration  of  the  site  front- 
ing only  unimproved  Poppy  Lane,  DR 
appears  warranted  to  achieve  a  project 
that  balances  the  needs  of  the  property 
owner  and  the  neighbors. 

In  August,  the  Planning  Commis- 
sion agreed  to  a  DR.  Planning  Depart- 
ment staff  are  working  with  the  applicant 
and  the  neighbors  on  potential  design 
changes  for  the  Poppy  Lane  project, 
and  will  then  bring  it  back  for  Planning 
Commission  review  later  this  year.  And 
so  the  decades-old  battle  continues. 
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Yes,  You  Need  a  Permit  to 
Replace  a  Window 


Dengue  fever,  hair-pulling  frustrations 
with  the  city's  planning  process  and 
one  man's  desire  to  turn 
by  a  trash-strewn  lot  into  a 
Elizabeth    play  area  for  local  kids 

Weise  took  center  stage  at  the 
Glen  Park  Association's 
quarterly  meeting  in  July. 

A  total  of  64  neighbors  attended 
the  gathering  at  St.  John's  School  on 
Chenery  Street.  Association  president 
Michael  Rice  gave  a  blessedly  brief 
overview  of  the  organization,  announc- 
ing it  currently  has  1 30  paid  member- 
ships, and  then  got  things  rolling. 

First  up  was  a  discussion  by  the 
GPA's  Recreation  and  Park  chair  Rich- 
ard Craib  on  concerns  about  standing 
water  in  the  park  as  the  season  for  mos- 
quitoes and  West  Nile  virus  began.  Craib 
cautioned  that  there  were  also  reports  of 
at  least  one  case  of  mosquito-bome  den- 
gue fever  in  the  United  States,  though  it 
appears  to  have  been  acquired  outside 
the  country.  Craib  urged  residents  to 
make  sure  to  eliminate  standing  water 
in  their  yards  where  mosquitoes  could 
breed. 


Navigating  the  Planning  Process 

Next  came  Delvin  Washington,  the 
southwest  team  leader  for  the  City's 
Planning  Department.  He  gave  an 
overview  of  what  homeowners  need 
to  know  before  they  renovate.  The  City 
issues  about  1 ,000  permits  for  the  south- 
west region,  about  250  for  each  of  four 
planners.  Washington  said  he  knows 
that  there  are  often  long  delays  in  the 
permitting  process,  and  said  that  in  the 
past  there  had  been  as  many  as  nine 
planners  handling  the  same  caseload. 

If  a  homeowner  wants  to  remodel, 
the  first  step  is  to  go  to  the  Planning 
Department's  headquarters  to  obtain 
general  information  on  the  home's 
location,  zoning  and  possible  require- 
ments for  setback  from  the  street.  If  it's  a 
large  job,  bring  your  architect  with  you, 
Washington  said. 

The  Planning  Department's  infor- 
mation counter  is  open  eight  hours  a 
day  Monday  through  Thursday,  8-5. 
It  closes  at  noon  on  Friday.  Mornings 
or  right  after  lunch  are  the  least  busy 
times.  The  address  is  1660  Mission  St. 
between  South  Van  Ness  and  Duboce. 


Washington  acknowledged  that  calling 
the  department  is  often  a  lost  cause  as 
the  phone  lines  are  always  busy. 

"If  you  come  to  the  counter,  get  the 
name  of  the  person  you're  speaking  to!" 
he  urged.  It's  helpful  as  you  go  through 
the  process  to  keep  a  written  record  of 
the  people  with  whom  you've  spoken, 
the  topic,  and  what,  if  any,  information 
you  received. 

More  information  is  available 
at  the  Planning  Department's  Web 
site  at  www.sfgov.org/site/planning_ 
index. asp. 

If  the  renovation  is  sizable,  it's  often 
best  to  request  a  project  review  meeting, 
which  costs  $135,  to  head  off  potential 
problems.  Washington  said  his  staff  does 
between  three  and  four  such  reviews  a 
week.  "Assuming  all  is  in  order,  if  it's 
a  residential  project  that  goes  beyond 
the  current  envelope  of  the  building, 
you're  required  to  do  a  neighborhood 
notification,"  said  Washington.  After 
that  is  sent,  the  planner  determines  if 
it's  consistent  with  the  building  code 
and  the  planning  guidelines.  If  there's  no 
objection  from  the  neighbors,  the  permit 
request  then  goes  to  the  Department  of 
Building  Inspection  for  review. 

In  the  event  of  opposition,  there's 
a  discretionary  review  process.  A  hear- 
ing at  the  Planning  Commission  can  be 
scheduled.  "Often  we  get  the  people  to 
sit  down  and  talk  about  it  before  this" 
and  come  to  an  agreement,  said  Wash- 
ington, 'it's  a  very  participatory  process 
for  the  public,  but  it's  also  time-consum- 
ing." 

But  for  most  small  renovations,  the 
time  from  submission  to  permits  is  typi- 
cally between  two  to  three  months.  By 
the  time  a  building  inspector  has  signed 
off,  the  project  can  take  more  than  three 
months  to  get  through  the  bureaucratic 
approval  process. 

Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty,  making  a 
surprise  visit  to  the  GPA  meeting,  told 
attendees  that  if  they  find  they're  hav- 
ing trouble  with  the  process,  they  should 
contact  his  office  at  554-6968. 

Washington  offered  these  tips  to 
speed  up  the  process:  Have  the  project 
fully  planned  in  advance  and  don't  do 
lots  of  revisions  while  building.  Dur- 
ing a  question-and-answer  period, 
Washington  stayed  calm  in  the  face  of 
a  sometimes  furious  and  frustrated  spate 
of  questions.  They  included: 

Q:  Do  you  need  permits  for  minor 
interior  work? 

A:  "Generally  not.  For  example, 
new  kitchen  counters  and  cabinets,  no. 
But  putting  in  a  new  bathroom  down- 
stairs, yes,"  said  Washington. 

Q:  Do  you  need  permits  to  replace 
windows? 

A:  Yes.  "We're  an  old  city  with  old 


Setting  Stone  at  the  Canyon  Market 


Photo  by  Michael  Waldstein 

structures.  We're  concerned  about  aes- 
thetics. If  you've  got  a  certain  pattern  of 
window  designs  and  it's  ripped  out  and 
you  put  in  something  totally  different, 
that's  of  concern."  By  this.  Washington 
meant  that  the  practice  of  putting  alu- 
minum windows  in  a  "nice  old  Vicky" 
(Victorian)  might  be  frowned  upon  by 
the  planners. 

Q:  Why  is  this  such  a  contentious 
process? 

A:  "Many  people  come  in  and  ask 
for  the  moon.  Our  goal  is  to  get  the  best 
possible  project  for  the  city."  he  said. 

PUC  Garden  Permit  discussion 

Next  on  the  agenda  was  a  small  bit 
of  unused  land  on  Chilton  Street  that 
neighbor  Daniel  O'Keefe  has  rented 
on  a  month-to-month  revocable  lease 
from  the  Public  Utilities  Commission 
as  a  play  spot  for  his  and  other  children 
on  the  block.  The  small  plot  of  land  is 
on  the  PUC  right-of-way  because  Islais 
Creek  runs  under  it  in  a  culvert.  Thus, 
it  cannot  be  built  upon,  sold,  leased 
long-term  nor  rendered  inaccessible  in 
case  something  happens  to  the  culvert 
and  PUC  work  crews  need  immediate 
access. 

The  plot  of  land,  as  well  as  much 
of  the  Islais  Creek  right-of-way,  is 
weed-filled,  frequently  flooded  during 
the  rainy  months  and  was  often  used 
as  a  trash  dump,  neighbors  said.  When 
O'Keefe  purchased  his  home  a  year  ago 
he  contacted  the  City  to  find  out  what 
could  be  done  about  it  and  was  told  by 
the  city  that  it  was  owned  by  the  PUC. 
PUC  told  him  that  it  is  standard  proce- 
dure for  the  agency  to  rent  lots  to  the 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


San  Francisco  Services 

Abandoned  Cars 

553-9817 

Building  Inspection  Info 

558-6088 

Bus  Shelters  (repair/clean) 

882-4949 

District  8  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty 

554-6968 

Garbage  (oversized  item  pickup) 

330-1300 

Graffiti  Hotline 

28-CLEAN 

Mobile  Assistant  Patrol  (MAP) 

431-7400 

(Homeless  Outreach/Transportation) 

Mobile  Crisis  Team 

255-3610 

(Mental  Health) 

Muni  Information 

673-6864 

Muni  Complaint/Compliment 

923-6164 

Parking  Enforcement 

553-1200 

Police  (non  emergency) 

553-0123 

Potholes 

695-2100 

Rent  Stabilization  Board 

252-4600 

Street  Construction  Complaints 

554-7222 

Street  Lighting 

554-0730 

Tree  Problems 

695-2165 

Towed  Cars 

553-1235 

Mayor's  Office  of 

Neighborhood  Services  www.sfgov.org/mons 
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people  who  live  next  door  for  use  as 
gardens,  as  long  as  they  don't  put  any 
permanent  structure  in  place  and  leave 
it  accessible. 

O'Keefe  took  on  the  project,  rented 
the  land  for  $  100  a  month  and  turned  it 
into  a  small  garden  and  lawn  area  for  the 
block's  children,  he  said.  The  plot  was 
already  fenced  at  one  end.  O'Keefe  had 
a  removable  fence  built  at  the  other  so 
the  PUC  can  gain  immediate  access  if 
needed.  "We've  got  to  be  able  to  drive 
across  it,"  said  Joseph  Tarn  of  the  PUC's 
Real  Estate  division. 

Tarn  said  the  PUC  only  has  the 
money  to  clear  such  plots  of  weeds  and 
trash  once  a  year  and  that  this  particular 
plot  was  overgrown,  trash-strewn  and  a 
haven  for  vandals  who  tagged  nearby 
houses.  He  said  that  the  PUC  rented  the 
plot  to  O'Keefe  under  what  used  to  be 
called  a  garden  permit.  "There  are  hun- 
dreds of  them,"  he  said.  Today  they're 
called  landscaping  permits. 

Chilton  Street  neighbors  praised 
O'Keefe  for  turning  an  eyesore  into  a 
haven  for  the  street's  kids.  But  others, 
who  lived  further  away,  argued  that 
such  PUC  right-of-ways  are  meant  to 
provide  public  space  and  that  allowing 
it  to  be  fenced  off  was,  in  effect,  steal- 
ing from  the  public.  "What  the  PUC  has 
done  by  renting  this  to  you  is  dividing 
the  neighborhood"  one  neighbor,  Bruce 
Bonacker,  told  O'Keefe  in  a  somewhat 
contentious  exchange.  The  PUC's  Tarn 
clarified  that  the  PUC  rights-of-way 
were  meant  only  to  be  rights  of  way 
for  PUC  access,  not  necessarily  for  the 
general  public. 

Others  voiced  concerns  that  if  at 
some  future  date  the  City  decided  to 
turn  the  right-of-way  into  a  park,  the  plot 
rented  by  O'Keefe  would  unavailable. 
But  PUC's  Tarn  reiterated  that  the  lease 
was  month-to-month  and  it  was  impos- 
sible that  O'Keefe  or  any  other  holder 
of  a  garden  permit  could  claim  owner- 
ship of  such  land.  Supervisor  Dufty 
said  he  would  work  on  a  task  force  of 
City  agencies  and  the  neighborhood  to 
address  those  open  space  issues  more 
comprehensively. 

Canyon  Market  Update 

Finally,  Richard  Tarlov,  the  owner 
of  the  long-delayed  Canyon  Market 
project,  together  with  his  wife,  Janet, 
said  as  the  building  nears  completion 
at  Diamond  and  Wilder  streets  he's 
working  on  everything  from  design  to 
signage  to  plumbing  fixtures.  Because 
of  construction  and  financing  delays,  he 
said,  the  store  now  likely  won't  open 
until  late  spring  2006. 


Donor 

Opportunities 
For  Our  New 
Library 

As  most  of  you  know,  the  Glen  Park 
Branch  Library  will  move  to  its  brand- 
new  location  in  fall  2006. 

Library  construction  is  being  funded 
by  a  citywide  bond  measure  passed  in 
2000.  However,  the  new 
by       library's  furniture,  fix- 
Deborah  tures  ana"  equipment  will 
Doyle     ^e  paid  for  by  private 
money  raised  by  Friends 
of  the   San  Francisco 
Public  Library  and  the  Glen  Park  com 
munity. 

Friends  of  the  San  Francisco  Pub- 
lic Library  is  working  with  a  committee 
of  local  leaders  and  residents  to  reach 
the  neighborhood  fundraising  goal  of 
$  1 50,000  for  this  branch.  Events  such 
as  house  parties,  author  readings  and 
receptions  keep  the  committee  busy 
moving  and  shaking  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Friends  will  also  raise  additional 
funds  from  major  philanthropists  and 
foundations  to  furnish  and  equip  this 
new  branch 

Individuals  can  donate  through 
a  single  gift  or  spread  out  a  payment 
through  a  pledge  format.  Pledges  can 
be  set  up  to  span  a  one-  to  three-year 
period  with  payments  paid  quarterly 
or  monthly;  thus  a  pledge  of  $1,000  to 
support  the  Glen  Park  branch  can  cost 
as  little  as  $28  per  month  — less  than  a 
daily  cup  of  coffee  for  a  month. 

Donors  gain  the  tremendous  satis- 
faction of  supporting  their  branch  library 
and  also  will  be  recognized  in  various 
ways  throughout  the  library,  because 
no  donation  is  too  small!  All  donors 
will  be  listed  in  a  beautiful  keepsake 
book  with  hand  calligraphy,  to  be  kept 
in  the  Glen  Park  Library's  permanent 
collection.  Donors  of  $1000  or  more 
will  be  named  on  a  glass  plaque  in  the 
new  library  (see  picture).  In  addition, 
donors  who  designate  an  item  of  furni- 
ture, such  as  children's  chairs  or  display 
cases,  will  be  honored  with  a  plaque  on 
their  selected  item. 

For  more  information  about  dona- 
tion options  and  naming  opportunities, 
call  Deborah  Doyle  at  Friends:  626- 
7512,  ext.  106. 


Deborah  Doyle  is  a  neighborhood 
campain  organizer  for  Friends  of  the 
Library. 


ST.  FINN  BARR  CATHOLIC  SCHOOL 

419  HEARST  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  04 1  I  2 
(415)  333-1800 
www.stfinnbarr.org 


NOW  ACCEPTING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  SCHOOL  YEAR  2005-06 
FROM  KINDERGARTEN  THROUGH  GRADE  SEVEN. 

PLEASE  CALL  FOR  A  PRIVATE  TOUR  AND  APPLICATION  INFO. 
YOUR  SUNNYSIDE  NEIGHBORHOOD  CATHOLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


Think  you've  heard  Jerry  Falwell 
on  Larry  King  Live  and  know  all  you 
need  to  know  about  Christian  Values? 

Think  you  know  enough  about  being  a 
Christian  not  to  want  to  be  one? 


K  AGAI 


Think  about  a  community  of  faith  ...  dZ) 

o 

•  where  God's  inclusive  love  includes  EVERYONE. 

•  where  Jesus  calls  us  to  justice,  not  judgement. 

•  where  whatever  your  family  looks  like,  we  have  values  for  you.  ^ 
•  where  we  offer  not  just  answers  but  a  place  to  ask  questions.  O 
•  where  no  matter  where  you  are  on  your  journey  of  faith,  O 
you  are  welcome  at  the  table.  o 

o  ° 

Think  about  Holy  Innocents' 
Episcopal  Church. 

Thinking  you  want  to  know  more?  Join  us  for  via  media:  An  Invitation  to 
Christian  Community.  An  8-week  exploration  of  Christian  faith  and  the 
Episcopal  Church  beginning  Thursday,  October  7. 

For  more  information  contact  Holy  Innocents'  Episcopal  Church 
455  Fair  Oaks  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10-3618 
415  824  5142  •  www.holyinsf.org 

via 

media 
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Find  out  how  you  can  join 
with  your  neighbors  and  friends 
to  support  the 

New  Glen  Park  Library 
Capital  Campaign 


FRIENDS 

 of  the  

SAN  FRANCISCO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Please  contact: 

Marian  Chatfield-Taylor 

Friends  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library 

Phone:  415-626-7512  ext.  103 

E -mail :  maii an.  ct  ayl or@friendssfpl . org 


MAIL  &  COPY 

Your  Neighborhood  Postal  Center 


In  Diamond  Heights 
Safeway  Center 

5214F  Diamond  Hgts  Blvd 
415-282-2100  (phone) 
415-282-2102  (fax) 
www.jensens-sf.com 


T 

T 
▼ 

T 
T 
▼ 
T 
T 
T 


Shipping  (DHL,  FedEx, 

US  Mail,  UPS; 

domestic  &  international) 
Expert  custom  packing 
Boxes  &  packing  supplies 
Copies,  including  color 

laser  copies 
Mailbox  rental 
Notary  public 
Rubber  stamps 
Public  fax 
Lamination 
Business  cards 


▼  Pack  and  ship 

▼  Ample  parking 

▼  Friendly  staff 


Monday  -  Friday:  9am-6pm 
Saturday:  9am-3pm 
Visa  &  Mastercard  accepted 


Check  It  Out  at  the  Library! 


Summer  is  winding  down,  and  the  sum- 
mer reading  club  is  over,  with  67  out  of 
147  children  who  participated  receiving 
a  grand  prize. 

We  have  some  good  news  and  some 
bad  news  for  the  upcoming  year.  The 
new  timeline  for  the  Branch  Library 
Improvement  program  puts  the  opening 
for  our  new  branch  on  Diamond  Street 
at  October/November  2006.  In  prepa- 
-  ration  for  the  Opening 
by         Day  collection.  Glen 

Sharon  Park  has  $6,000  for 
Dezurick  teen  materials,  $15,000 
for  children's  materials, 
$65,000  for  adult  Eng- 
lish materials  and  another  $15,000  for 
adult  materials  in  Chinese  and  Span- 
ish. The  community  will  have  a  lot  of 
relatively  new  materials  to  choose  from 
when  we  open  the  new  branch.  The  bad 
news  is  that  we  don't  have  space  now 
to  shelve  the  new  materials  or  the  staff 
to  process  it  as  it  comes  in,  so  some  of 
it  will  be  stored  until  we  move. 

The  budgetary  good  news  also 
allows  me  to  expand  our  audio/visual 
offerings,  so  we  will  have  more  CDs, 
DVDs  and  books-on-tape  coming  in. 
We  also  will  have  money  to  replace 
worn,  battered  and  yellowed  materi- 
als, and  add  offerings  that  we  haven't 
had  before. 

Sometime  late  this  year  or  early 
next  year  we  should  start  ordering 


furniture  for  the  new  branch  All  the 
fundraising  we've  been  doing  should 
come  to  fruition  with  new  tables,  chairs, 
some  soft  seating,  new  computers  and 
the  equipment  we  need  to  function.  We 
still  have  events  planned.  We  are  about 
two-thirds  of  the  way  to  reaching  our 
fund-raising  goal  of  $150,000. 

Meanwhile,  life  goes  on  at  our 
existing  storefront  branch  on  Chenery 
Street.  Miss  Karla  returned  to  the  newly 
opened  Excelsior  branch,  but  Tuesday 
story  time  continues  here  at  10:30  a.m. 
On  Oct.  18  there  will  be  a  special  per- 
formance by  Cascada  de  Flores  in  honor 
of  Latino/Hispanic  month. 

Our  wonderful  page  Christina 
Zhou  graduated  and  got  a  full-time  job 
in  her  field.  Please  welcome  Sara  Fu, 
who  starts  Sept.  24.  In  the  meantime 
Aurora  Alvarez,  Marites  Buenaluz  and 
Precy  Manalo  have  been  working  extra 
hard  to  keep  things  moving.  I  want  to 
express  my  gratitude  to  the  staff  that 
has  gone  above  and  beyond. 

For  neighbors  with  computers:  A 
reminder  that  with  your  library  card 
number  and  a  personal  identification 
number  (PIN)  you  can  reserve  materi- 
als, and  renew  on  line,  as  well  as  check 
on  what  you  have  out  and  when  it  is 
due.  And,  when  you  visit  the  branch, 
please  have  your  library  card  out  as 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 
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Academy  Award  Winners 
in  our  Midst 


Meet  the  Artist 
for  the  New 
Glen  Park 
Branch  Library 

Jeff  Northam  is  one  of  the  two  members 
of  the  artist  team  of  Jeff  Northam  and 
Rufus  Butler  Seder,  who  are  creating  a 
tile  mural  for  the  wall  at 
by  the  entrance  to  the  new 
Elizabeth  Glen  Park  Branch  Library 
Weise  as  part  of  the  Branch 
Library  Improvement  Art 
Enrichment  Program.  He  will  make  a 
presentation  about  their  artwork  at  the 
current  Glen  Park  Branch  Library  on 
September  20  at  7  p.m.  The  artist  team 
was  selected  to  create  the  Glen  Park 
Branch  artwork  by  the  Glen  Park  Branch 
Community  Artist  Selection  Panel. 

The  mural  will  be  designed  to 
incorporate  elements  of  stories  taken 
from  children's  and  adult  literature.  It 
which  will  be  visible  through  the  front 
door  of  the  library  and  will  include  some 
tiles  with  images  that  appear  to  move  as 
people  entering  and  leaving  the  library 
walk  past  them. 

The  theme  for  the  mural  will  be 
based  on  recommendations  and  input 
from  Glen  Park  residents,  as  well  as 
the  San  Francisco  Arts  Commission 
and  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library. 
This  community  meeting  will  provide 
an  opportunity  for  input  on  the  mural 
theme  by  Glen  Park  residents. 

For  additional  information,  contact 
Judy  Moran  at  252-2586. 


CHECK  IT  OUT 

CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

you  approach  the  check-out  desk  to 
keep  things  moving. 

Glen  Park  Branch 

653  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
(415)  337-4740 


Hours 

Tuesday  10-6 
Wednesdays -8 
Thursday  1  -  7 

Friday  1  -  6 
Saturday  1  -  6 


Sharon  Dezurick  is  the  Glen  Park 
Branch  Librarian. 


Little  did  the  residents  of  Glen  Park 
know  way  back  in  1966,  when  Allie 
Light  first  bought  her  1906  Victorian 
on  Arbor  Street,  that  a  future  Academy 
Award    winner  had 

by 

moved  into  their  midst. 
Kate  At  that  time,  Allie  was 
Stoia       newly  widowed  with 

three  small  children  and 
her  house  was  the  only  one  on  the  block, 
surrounded  by  trees  in  what  felt  to  her 
like  a  long  extension  of  Glen  Canyon 
Park.  Allie  thought,  "Well,  I  have  three 
rowdy  kids,  at  least  in  this  house  they 
won't  disturb  the  neighbors!"  In  those 
days,  Allie  was  just  trying  to  survive; 
dreams  of  Hollywood's  red  carpet  were 
the  furthest  things  from  her  mind. 

Allie  is  still  living  in  that  same 
house,  but  almost  everything  else  about 
her  life  has  changed.  Far  from  being  the 
only  house  on  the  block,  her  home  is 
now  surrounded  by  more  recent  arrivals. 
Her  kids  have  grown  up  and  moved  out. 
And  beginning  in  1 97 1 ,  when  she  mar- 
ried film  school  graduate  Irving  Saraf, 
Allie  found  herself  moving  toward  what 
would  become  an  illustrious  career  in 
documentary  film.  Allie  and  Irving 
are  now  well  known  as  pioneering 
documentary  filmmakers  who  won  the 
Academy  Award  for  Best  Documentary 
Feature  in  1992  with  their  film  //;  The 
Shadow  of  the  Stars.  The  film  followed 
the  life  stories  of  choristers  in  the  San 
Francisco  Opera  Company  who  dream 


of  their  moment  in  the  spotlight;  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  called  it  "wonder- 
fully funny  yet  equally  heart-rending," 
noting  that  "you  don't  have  to  give  a 
hoot  about  opera  to  enjoy  it." 

Prior  to  becoming  a  filmmaker, 
Allie  was  a  poet  and  teacher  (the  flying 
horse  which  graces  the  front  of  their 
home  was  a  gift  from  Allie's  brother, 
in  honor  of  her  work  with  the  Pegasus 
Poetry  Group,  which  brought  poets  into 
San  Francisco  public  schools  to  intro- 
duce poetry  directly  to  schoolchildren). 
Irving  is  a  native  of  Israel  who  came  to 
the  United  States  to  attend  university 
and  "seek  adventure."  At  UCLA,  he 
virtually  stumbled  upon  his  career 
in  film:  "Well,  they  told  me  I  needed 
to  find  a  major  and  when  I  looked  at 
the  catalog  and  saw  a  listing  for  film  I 
thought:  Movies?  Great!" 

That  decision  turned  out  to  be  a 
monumental  one,  both  for  Irving  and  for 
the  film  profession:  in  addition  to  teach- 
ing film  at  San  Francisco  State  for  23 
years,  Irving  is  the  founder  and  former 
head  of  the  KQED-TV  film  unit  and 
former  manager  of  Saul  Zaentz  Produc- 
tion Company.  During  his  tenure  with 
Zaentz,  Saraf  produced  a  score  of  films 
and  was  post-production  supervisor  of 
One  Flew  Over  The  Cuckoo 's  Nest.  In 
1974,  when  Allie  and  Irving  married, 
they  honeymooned  in  a  California  ghost 
town  which  Allie  had  discovered  on  a 
meandering  road  trip  with  her  daughter 


some  months  before.  They  shot  a  day 
or  so  of  footage  of  a  local  artist;  this 
ultimately  turned  into  a  series  of  five 
films  on  unschooled  artists,  launching 
their  collaborative  career.  Says  Allie,  "I 
really  started  in  film  as  a  writer,  but  at 
this  point  I  think  I've  developed  a  good 
visual  sense  as  well."  Irving  nods,  and 
they  smile  together,  as  they  often  do. 

These  days,  Irving  and  Allie's  home 
is  filled  with  light,  books,  and.  at  the  top 
of  the  stairs,  dozens  of  movie  posters 
and  photographs  chronicling  their  work 
together:  Allie  in  a  theater  surrounded  by 
other  female  Academy  Award  winners. 
Irving  in  Cuba  shooting  a  film  on  Fidel 
Castro,  an  enlarged  Chronicle  review  of 
one  of  their  films  showing  the  little  man 
jumping  out  of  his  seat  and  clapping. 
With  a  dozen  films  under  their  belts  on 
every  topic  from  local  poets  to  women 
coping  with  mental  illness  to  a  search 
for  the  causes  of  breast  cancer,  and  their 
Oscars  and  Emmy  awards  watching  over 
their  work  in  the  formal  dining  room 
that  now  serves  as  their  editing  room, 
Irving  and  Allie  have  several  projects 
in  the  pipeline.  They  are  editing  their 
latest  film,  on  childhood  obesity  (a 
companion  piece  to  their  2002  film 
Children  and  Asthma).  They  have  also 
just  finished  work  on  commentary  and 
new  interviews  for  the  DVD  release  of 
their  1992  Oscar  winner. 

Allie  and  Irving  are  also  longtime 
enthusiastic  residents  of  Glen  Park. 
They  take  care  of  their  grandchildren 
several  times  a  week,  often  attending 
the  Tiny  Tots  classes  at  the  Rec  Center, 
walk  their  dog  Austin  in  Glen  Park  every 
day,  and  lovingly  cultivate  the  beautiful 
gardens  that  surround  their  house.  Out 
in  front  stands  an  enormous  magnolia 
tree,  in  full  bloom.  Allie  tells  me  that 
Irving  bought  it  as  a  gift  for  her  when 
they  were  first  married,  as  a  symbol  of 
their  love.  "When  I  bought  it,  I  asked 
the  man  how  much  the  magnolia  tree 
would  cost,"  Irving  recalled,  "and  he  told 
me,  'That's  not  a  tree,  it's  a  bush!'"  But 
Irving  clearly  knew  what  he  was  doing. 
Today  the  tree  stands  two  stories  high 
and  stretches  its  branches  to  the  sky  as 
a  perfect  incarnation  of  the  creativity 
and  deep  love  of  the  couple  who  tend  it 
together. 

More  information  about  Allie. 
Irving,  and  their  films  can  be  found  at 
www.lightsaraffilms.com  or  just  look 
for  them  in  the  park  or  around  the 
neighborhood! 


Kate  Stoia  is  a  writer  and  mother  in 
Glen  Park.  She  and  her  family  will  be 
moving  to  Israel  for  a  year  or  so  this 
fall,  but  we  look  forward  to  more  articles 
upon  her  return. 


Glen  Park  News  Page  1 2  Fall  2005 


Whether  you  need  help  with  an  existing  legal  issue 
or  just  want  to  understand  your  rights 

Legal  advice  is  just  around  the  corner! 


Keeping  Check  on  the  Parks 


Law  Offices  of 

DAWN  L.  HASSELL 

MEMBER.  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  SAN  FRANCISCO  TRIAL  LAWYERS  ASSOCIATION 


Experience  and  Success  in: 
Injuries  and  Accidents 

•Car  •  Bike  •  Pedestrian  ■  Motorcycle 
•Serious  injury  and  minor  injury  cases 
•  100%  Trial  Success  Rate 


Other  Practice  Areas: 
Employment  Law 
Insurance  Claims 
Elder  Abuse/Neglect 


(  II I  FOR  FREl  PHONE  CONSi  I  I  XTIOS 


(415)  334-4111  (St  habl  i  espanol 

7  Joost  Ave  ,  Suite  201  (neai  Monterey  Blvd.) 
hassell@sbcglobal  net 
www  hasselllawgroup  com 


Bird  &  \  4 
Beckett 
Books  /jdm% 
&  Records 

New  -  Used  -  Collectible 


m 


(415)  586- 37  H 


27SS  Diamond  Street 


Mi  Chenery  Street 


in  Glen  Park 
Open  9  am  Every  Day 


Offering  Live  Jazz,  Poetry  Readings  &More... 

The  Chuck  Peterson  Quintet+ 

Every  Friday  -  5:30  to  8  pm    ;i  v 

The  Henry  Irvin  Trio 

with  vocalist  Dorothy  Lefkovits 

First  Sunday  of  Each  Month  -  6  to  8  pm 


Visitors  to  Glen  Canyon  Park  who 
have    complaints— or 
.  compliments  — about 

Rachel     t'ie  conc^'t'on  °f  our 
Gordon     neighborhood  oasis  can 
turn  their  thoughts  into 
action  by  volunteering 
for  ParkScan,  a  citywide  program  that 
keeps  a  vigilant  eye  on  park  mainte- 
nance. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  complainers  in 
Glen  Park,  but  not  a  lot  of  people  willing 
to  do  something  about  it,"  said  Helen 
Johnson,  interim  manager  of  ParkScan, 
which  is  run  by  the  nonprofit  Neighbor- 
hood Parks  Council. 

The  program  uses  volunteers  to 
make  regular  rounds  of  their  neighbor- 
hood park,  checking  on  the  condition 
of  everything  from  the  fields  and  play- 
ground equipment  to  flower  beds  and 
park  benches.  Is  the  recreation  center 
wall  tagged  with  graffiti?  Is  the  softball 
diamond  rutted?  Does  the  lawn  have 
bare  spots?  Does  the  water  fountain 
work?  Do  the  trees  need  pruning?  Are 
the  trash  cans  overflowing? 

Volunteers  make  their  inspections 
every  couple  of  weeks  or  monthly  and 
plug  their  findings  into  a  Neighborhood 
Parks  Council  web-based  data  bank.  The 
information  is  forwarded  to  the  City's 
Recreation  and  Parks  Department,  and 
then  tracked  to  see  whether  the  problems 
have  been  fixed.  People  can  also  use  the 
program  to  alert  the  City  about  what's 
happening  right. 

"They're  the  extra  eyes  and  ears  for 
the  department,"  Johnson  said.  "It  really 
empowers  the  neighborhoods." 

Rec  and  Park  Department  spokes- 
woman Rose  Marie  Dennis  said  Park- 
Scan  serves  an  important  purpose,  call- 
ing it  a  portal  for  people  to  get  involved 
in  their  parks.  She  conceded  that  the 
program  isn't  well  received  by  all  the 
park  employees,  some  of  whom  don't 
like  to  be  told  how  to  do  their  jobs. 

The  Neighborhood  Parks  Council 
will  train  volunteers,  to  help  them  under- 
stand what  to  look  for  and  determine 
whether  maintenance  standards  are 
being  met.  A  key  to  success,  however, 
is  to  have  people  who  stick  with  the 
program. 

And  while  ParkScan  is  a  tool  to  hold 
public  officials  accountable  in  keeping 
the  public  parks  in  good  shape,  the 
public  needs  to  be  mindful  that  not  all 
problems  will  be  solved  overnight,  as 
staffing  and  other  resources  are  tight. 
Johnson  said  that's  what  makes  Park- 
Scan  all  the  more  important.  If  park 
advocates  can  show  the  bureaucrats 


and  elected  officials  that  problems  lin- 
ger, they  might  be  more  inclined  to  free 
up  resources  to  make  park  maintenance 
a  higher  priority. 

Bill  Wilson,  a  freelance  photogra- 
pher, has  been  an  active  ParkScan  vol- 
unteer for  Sunnyside  Playground,  in  the 
next  neighborhood  over  from  Glen  Park. 
"It  gives  the  City  the  citizens'  point  of 
view  about  what's  important,"  he  said. 

Wilson  said  that  while  he  reports 
problems  through  ParkScan,  he  also 
makes  it  a  point  to  pitch  in,  by  pick- 
ing up  trash,  for  example,  and  not  just 
waiting  for  someone  else  to  do  the  job. 
"I  can  sit  and  complain  or  I  can  be  part 
of  the  solution,"  he  said.  "I  decided  to 
be  part  of  the  solution." 

For  more  information  on  ParkScan, 
contact  Alfredo  Pedroza  at  62 1  -3260  or 
log  on  to  www.parkscan.org. 

Tree  Planting 
Comes  to 
Glen  Park 

Residents  of  Glen  Park  will  soon  have 
another  opportunity  to  participate 
in  the  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest 
neighborhood  tree- 
by         planting  program.  Glen 

Tomas      park  residents  Valerie 
Ramirez    Rubio    and  Tomas 
Ramirez  are  working 
with  FUF  to  sign  up  neighbors  who 
desire  a  tree  in  front  of  their  home 
or  business. 

The  program  gives  San  Franciscans 
a  choice  of  a  wide  selection  of  trees  and 
includes  installation.  FUF's  suggested 
cost  for  this  great  investment  in  our 
neighborhood  streetscape  is  approxi- 
mately $150  per  tree. 

Although  costly  at  first  sight,  the 
price  not  only  includes  the  selection  of 
a  healthy  young  tree  but  also  includes 
emergency  tree  service,  fun  and  infor- 
mative ongoing  classes  in  tree  pruning 
and  maintenance.  More  important,  it 
provides  an  opportunity  to  get  to  know 
one's  neighbors  and  make  new  friends 
in  a  neighborhood  tree-planting  program 
that  has  taken  place  in  almost  every  sec- 
tion of  the  city  for  the  last  25  years. 

Interested  residents  and  mer- 
chants should  contact  Valerie  at 
337-5916  or  Toma's  at  239-1596  or 
TomascoIe@aoI.com  for  more  infor- 
mation, requirements,  applications  and 
planting  boundaries. 


check  our  schedule  &  order  books  at 
bird-beckett.com        or  call  586-3733 
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The  Travails  of  Mt.  Davidson 


Ask  an  average  San  Franciscan  about 
the  giant  cross  atop  Mt.  Davidson  and 
they'll  probably  respond  in  one  of 
two  ways:  "Where's  Mt. 
by       Davidson?"  or,  "Is  that  in 
Kevin     tne  Sierra?  I  love  to  mini- 
Cutler     ski  there."  As  a  movie 
fan,  I  find  this  ignorance 
frustrating.  Obviously,  the  Mt.  David- 
son cross  is  where  Clint  Eastwood  gets 
beat  up  by  the  psychopath  hippie  sniper 
in  the  original  Dirty  Harry,  Everyone 
knows  that. 

Or  not.  Despite  the  fact  that  Mt. 
Davidson  is  the  tallest  peak  in  San 
Francisco  and  features  the  world "s  tall- 
est cross,  San  Franciscans  seem  more 
likely  to  know  about  the  world's  tallest 
thermometer  in  Baker,  or  about  Gibson, 
the  world's  tallest  dog.  But  they  should 
know  about  Mt.  Davidson,  because 
the  mountain's  convoluted  history  is 
a  veritable  who's-who  of  San  Fran- 
cisco history,  bursting  with  names  now 
associated  with  well-known  neighbor- 
hoods, bridges  and  radio  towers.  So  let's 
begin. 

In  1 845.  the  Mexican  government 
gave  Don  Jose  de  Jesus  Noe  a  land 
grant  stretching  from  Twin  Peaks  to 
the  ocean,  including  Mt.  Davidson. 
Noe  — whose  name  would  later  grace  a 
certain  baby-laden  neighborhood  west 
of  the  Mission  — soon  found  himself  in 
a  bitter  property  dispute  with  devious 
Frenchman  Jose  Yves  Limantour.  who 
had  forged  a  deed  staking  ownership  of 
the  land. 

It  just  so  happened  that  geodetic 
coast  surveyor  George  Davidson  was 
surveying  the  mountain  at  the  time  of 
Limantour's  claim.  Davidson's  mor- 
als—like those  of  most  mid- 1800s 
geodetic  coast  surveyors— were  beyond 
reproach,  and  he  exposed  Limantour  as 
a  fraud.  Limantour  fell  by  the  wayside, 
and  Noe  retained  ownership  of  the  peak 
which  Davidson  dubbed  "Blue  Moun- 
tain" after  the  lupine  flowers  growing 
on  its  flanks. 

Time  passed,  and  Blue  Mountain 
eventually  fell  into  the  hands  of  French- 
man Francois  Pioche,  who  is  better 
known  for  introducing  an  appreciation 
for  gourmet  cuisine  after  sampling  the 
awful  food  of  1800s  San  Francisco. 
Thank  Pioche  next  time  you  pay  $12 
for  a  gruyere-topped  cheeseburger. 

While  Pioche  was  bringing  a  touch 
of  bon  vivant  to  roughneck  San  Fran- 
cisco, a  German  immigrant  named 
Adolph  Sutro— of  the  eponymous 
radio  tower— was  getting  fabulously 
rich  on  silver  from  the  original  Mt. 


Davidson  (also  named  after  George) 
in  Nevada.  One  of  his  first  investments 
was  the  purchase  of  lands  surrounding 
Blue  Mountain  in  1881.  Sutro  would 
eventually  serve  as  mayor  and  plant 
eucalyptus  on  the  city's  barren  hills, 
the  grove  on  Mt.  Davidson  being  part 
of  his  legacy. 

After  Sutro's  heirs  sold  the  land, 
the  Sierra  Club  rechristened  the  peak 
in  honor  of  a  recently  deceased  charter 
member:  incorruptible  geodetic  coast 
surveyor  George  Davidson.  Impressed 
by  views  from  the  peak.  Western 
Union  official  George  Decatur  began 
raising  funds  to  place  a  cross  atop  Mt. 
Davidson.  What  followed  were  sev- 
eral remarkably  unlucky  cross-raising 
attempts,  quite  possibly  the  unluckiest 
in  cross-raising  history. 

In  1923,  a  40-foot  wooden  cross 
went  up  with  great  fanfare...  and  was 
promptly  removed  the  next  year.  A  mas- 
sive 87-foot-high  cross  was  erected  with 
even  more  hoopla  in  1924. .  before  being 
accidentally  burned  down  by  young 
boys  the  following  year.  Figuring  the 
third  time  might  be  the  charm,  boosters 
built  yet  another  Mt.  Davidson  cross  in 
1929,  this  one  lasting  twice  as  long  as 
previous  crosses. .  before  it  was  burned 
to  the  ground  by  arsonists  in  1931. 

Undaunted,  the  Carpenters'  Union 
placed  a  fourth  cross  on  the  peak  which, 
thankfully,  fire  was  unable  to  reach. 
Unfortunately,  wind  was  able  to  reach 
that  cross,  blowing  it  over  in  1933— one 
year  after  it  was  built. 

Having  had  just  about  enough  of 
these  cross-raising  shenanigans,  the 
Easter  Sunrise  Service  Committee 
decided  to  collect  $1  donations  toward 
the  construction  of  a  permanent  concrete 
monument.  And  so  it  was  that  the  cur- 
rent 103-foot  structure  was  dedicated 
in  1934.  designed  by  Palace  of  Fine 
Arts  architect  George  W.  Kelham  and 
engineered  by  Henry  Brunnier,  the  man 
behind  the  Bay  Bridge,  Seals  Stadium 
and  the  Tron  soundtrack  experience  at 
the  Audium.  Well,  maybe  not  the  last 
one.  Monumental  enough  to  garner 
Franklin  Roosevelt's  attention,  this  final 
cross  was  illuminated  from  Washington 
by  the  president  at  the  1934  Easter  cer- 
emony. San  Francisco  later  purchased 
the  land  surrounding  the  cross,  preserv- 
ing it  as  parkland. 

Complaints  about  public  ownership 
of  a  religious  monument  rumbled  for 
years  before  the  Supreme  Court  finally 
ruled  that  San  Francisco  had  to  either 
tear  down  the  cross  or  sell  it.  San  Fran- 
cisco opted  for  the  latter,  auctioning  the 


Mt.  Davidson  Cross 


cross  in  1997  for  $1  to  the  Council  of 
Armenian-American  Organizations  of 
Northern  California,  which  rededicated 
it  as  a  memorial  to  the  victims  of  the 
Armenian  Genocide. 

The  American  Atheists,  having 
accused  the  City  of  making  an  "end  run" 
around  the  First  Amendment,  disputed 
the  sale.  Ultimately,  the  court  upheld  the 
transfer  of  ownership.  The  City  of  San 
Francisco  still  owns  the  majority  of  the 
park,  except  for  the  .38-acre  where  the 
cross  stands. 

If  you  find  yourself  traveling  down 
Ocean  Avenue,  in  view  of  the  world's 


Photo  by  Michael  Waldstein 


tallest  cross,  think  back  on  Noe,  David- 
son, Sutro,  Kelham  and  the  many  oth- 
ers whose  history  is  wrapped  up  in  Mt. 
Davidson.  Consider  the  superhuman 
persistence  of  the  cross  builders,  who 
saw  their  dream  dashed  again  and  again 
by  fire,  wind  and  young  boys.  Take  a 
moment  to  remember  the  Armenian 
martyrs  who  never  lived  to  see  the 
monument  but  are  nevertheless  inex- 
tricably linked  to  it.  Ponder  the  First 
Amendment  tug-of-war  spurred  by  the 
monolith  atop  the  mountain.  And  if  you 
have  a  soft  spot  for  Dirty  Harry,  spare  a 
moment  for  Mr.  Eastwood  too. 
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On  Patrol  in  Glen  Park 


Participants  in  the  April  17th  Bird  Walk  in  Glen  Canyon  Park  quickly  began  spot- 
ting feathered  friends,  including  the  park's  red-tailed  falcons  and  great  horned 
owls.  Led  by  David  Armstrong  (foreground,  right)  whose  telescope  provided 
close-up  views,  the  group  grew  to  over  20,  ranging  in  age  from  five  to  over  70. 
"Glen  Canyon  is  a  wonderful  place  for  bird  spotting,  especially  in  the  spring, 
because  it  attracts  so  many  migrating  birds,"  Armstrong  said.  His  next  walk  is 
planned  for  November  13th  at  9  a.m. 

Police  Beat:  Report  from  Ingleside  Station 


As  a  police  officer  who  lives  in  Glen 
Park  and  works  in  the 
by         Ingleside  Police  Pre- 
SFPD      cinct,  I'm  often  asked 
Officer      what  has  become  of 
Michael     "beat    cops,"  those 
Walsh      strolling  symbols  of  a 
simpler  times  we  rarely 

see  these  days. 

The  plain  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
due  to  staffing  and  budget  constraints, 
as  well  as  the  violence  that  afflicts  many 
of  our  neighborhoods,  the  cop  on  the 
beat  is  simply  a  luxury  that  we  can  no 
longer  afford.  In  our  precinct.  Capt. 
Paul  Chignell.  although  acknowledging 
the  value  of  beat  officers  in  our  larger 
commercial  areas,  has  had  to  largely 
eliminate  the  service  due  to  the  need  to 
dedicate  extensive  resources  to  public 
housing  and  to  mandated  enforcement 
projects.  In  addition,  a  single  officer 
who  walks  or  bikes  his  or  her  beat  can 
respond  to  only  a  fraction  of  the  calls 
throughout  the  district  that  an  officer  in 
a  patrol  car  can  handle,  making  response 
times  shorter  and  police  coverage  more 
extensive. 

To  alleviate  the  loss  of  beat  officers, 
and  to  maintain  that  precious  contact 
with  the  public  that  we  all  value,  all 
Ingleside  patrol  officers  are  required 
to  park  their  vehicles  in  a  commercial 
area  within  their  assigned  territory  each 
day  and  walk  the  beat  for  as  long  as  is 
practicable. 

We  all  understand  the  benefits  of 
meeting  the  public  and  the  merchants 
in  Glen  Park  on  an  informal  basis  and 
establishing  those  relationships  that 
help  us  all  maintain  a  safe,  livable 
neighborhood.  These  sorties  outside 
the  patrol  car  are  also  effective  enforce- 
ment tools,  discouraging  graffiti,  retail 
theft,  car  theft  and  burglaries.  Enforce- 
ment, after  all,  is  the  primary  duty  of 
the  police,  although  that  is  sometimes 
forgotten  in  San  Francisco. 

Keeping  Glen  Park  safe  is  a  goal 
we  all  should  work  to  achieve.  Effec- 
tive partnerships  among  the  police, 
merchants,  schools  and  residents  are 
the  best  way  to  enforce  the  law  and 
keep  criminals  from  eroding  the  quality 
of  life  in  Glen  Park.  Politicians  like  to 
call  this  "community  policing,"  which 
is  their  way  of  dodging  words  like 
enforcement,  arrest  and  prosecution. 

If  you  see  suspicious  activity,  report 
it.  If  you  suspect  someone  is  dealing 
drugs  from  the  bus  stop  on  the  corner 
or  the  BART  station,  you  are  prob- 
ably right.  Call  and  provide  a  detailed 
description  of  the  suspects  and  their 


activities  and  we  will  respond.  If  our 
growing  population  of  panhandlers  is 
being  aggressive,  you  need  not  endure 
it.  Call.  If  you  believe  that  the  kids  on 
the  corner  are  engaged  in  gang  activ- 
ity, or  are  only  "wannabes,"  call  and 
we  will  make  that  determination  and 
take  appropriate  action.  If  you  are  the 
victim  of  graffiti,  make  a  report.  We 
will  take  pictures  and  refer  them  to  our 
graffiti  abatement  specialist.  Officer 
Christopher  Putz,  who  has  arrested 
and  assisted  in  effectively  prosecuting 
dozens  of  known  vandals  throughout 
the  city. 

We  residents  of  Glen  Park  must 
be  our  own  best  advocates  for  a  safe 
neighborhood.  Remember:  91 1  for 
emergencies.  553-8090  from  your  cell 
phone,  and  553-0 1 23  for  non-emergen- 
cies. We  are  blessed  to  live  in  one  of  the 
city's  safest  areas.  Get  involved,  report 
illegal  activity,  be  a  good  witness  and 
help  us  in  ensuring  that  Glen  Park  main- 
tains the  quality  of  life  we  work  hard  to 
preserve. 


Officer  Michael  Walsh  is  assigned  to 
the  Ingleside  Police  Precinct.  He  can 
be  contacted  by  email  at  m\valsh47 19 
@  sbcglobal.net. 


The  Glen  Park  News  monitors  Ingleside 
Station's  daily  e-mail  reports  of  SFPD 
activities  in  our  neighborhood.  Here  are 
some  highlights  from  June  1  through 
September  1. 

At  the  end  of  June,  Capt.  Paul 
Chignell  reported  that  the  number  of 
murders  in  the  precinct 
dropped  significantly, 

by 

from  17  in  the  first  half 
Denis  of  2004  to  five  in  the 
Wade      first  six  months  of  2005. 

None  of  those  were  in 
Glen  Park;  the  Ingleside 
precinct  includes  Sunnydale  and  other 
more  crime-prone  areas. 

Traffic  enforcement  was  up.  Officers 
from  Ingleside  Station  wrote  15  percent 
more  moving  traffic  violations  in  June 
2005  compared  with  June  2004. 

In  mid-July  the  SFPD  Tactical  Unit 
sent  officers  on  light  motorcycles  to 
Glen  Park  Canyon,  and  particularly  the 
area  below  Turquoise  Way,  to  combat 
graffiti,  loiterers  and  possible  burglars. 
This  deployment  began  in  response  to 
requests  from  the  community. 

Two  Ingleside  patrol  officers  have 
been  promoted:  congratulations  to 
new  sergeants  Chris  Creed  and  Tracy 


McCray. 

On  June  28  at  9:30  p.m.  an  armed 
robbery  was  reported  at  100  Chenery. 
The  next  day  two  suspects  with  guns 
robbed  the  store  again.  Two  apparently 
unrelated  robberies  on  July  13  netted 
a  purse  on  the  400  block  of  Arlington 
at  8  p.m.  and  a  juvenile's  backpack  at 
Goldmine  and  Diamond  Heights  Bou- 
levard at  9:50  a.m.  A  gun  was  used  to 
rob  a  victim  at  Diamond  and  Bosworth 
Streets  on  July  25.  On  September  1  at 
11:45  p.m.  three  suspects  grabbed  a 
backpack  at  Diamond  and  Sussex  and 
fled  in  a  car. 

Four  officers  and  the  captain 
responded  to  a  report  of  two  suspects, 
one  carrying  a  partially  concealed  semi- 
automatic weapon,  at  Arlington  and 
Mateo  streets  at  2  p.m.  June  29.  They 
detained  the  suspects  on  Chenery;  one 
had  an  air  gun  and  was  cited. 

Burglars  used  an  open  rear  window 
on  the  100  block  of  Whitney  on  July  28 
to  steal  a  laptop,  and  entered  through 
a  sliding  window  on  the  300  block  of 
Laidley  on  August  4  to  take  bikes  and 
a  stereo.  One  trespasser  who  didn't  get 
away  was  found  hiding  in  a  backyard 
greenhouse  on  the  300  block  of 


Laidley  at  2:30  a.m.  on  July  23,  and 
booked  for  trespassing  and  outstand- 
ing warrants. 

The  "can't  we  just  get  along  depart- 
ment included  a  felony  assault  case  on 
Arlington  Street  (roommates  beating 
each  other  up),  and  criminal  threats  on 
the  2900  block  of  Diamond  where  an 
ex-boyfriend  (arrested  previously  for 
possessing  a  firearm)  was  threatening 
to  harm  a  woman  who  was  seven  months 
pregnant. 

At  3  p.m.  on  the  Fourth  of  July  offi- 
cers went  to  Diamond  and  Bosworth  on 
a  report  of  vandalism  on  a  Muni  bus. 
The  suspects  had  fled  up  Chenery  Street. 
The  officers  obtained  a  description  and 
located  the  main  suspect.  The  bus  driver 
positively  identified  the  graffiti  tagger 
and  the  officers  found  evidence  on 
the  suspect's  person  tying  him  to  the 
crime. 

The  neighborhood  e-mail  reports 
also  included  incidents  of  vandalism 
and  malicious  mischief  such  as  graf- 
fiti and  broken  windows;  thefts  from 
vehicles  and  stolen  license  plates;  one 
case  of  shoplifting  on  Chenery,  and  just 
one  stolen  car,  from  Arlington  and  Bos- 
worth. 
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Book  Store 
Emphasizes 
Exchanges  of 
Ideas 


The  Bird  &  Beckett  Political  Book 
Discussion  Group  meets  the  second 
Thursday  of  every  month  to  discuss  a 
book  chosen  at  the  previous  month's 
meeting.  In  case  any- 
by        one  hadn't  noticed,  the 
Eric       store  has  a  generally 
Whittington  left-of-center  (shall  we 
say  fairly  far  left  of 
center)  orientation,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  books  on  the  shelves 
to  consider  for  future  discussions.  We're 
glad  to  stock  books  with  other  points  of 
view,  particularly  if  they  are  honestly 
reasoned.  In  any  case,  we'll  order  any- 
thing a  customer  wants  to  read. 

Beyond  politics,  I  hope  you'll  all 
start  looking  for,  and  buying,  books  on 
the  economic  and  environmental  issues 
that  need  to  be  thought  about,  under- 
stood and  acted  upon.  The  political 
stuff  is  important,  but  if  the  underlying 
economics  and  environmental  issues 
aren't  kept  squarely  front  and  center  it 
just  becomes  a  game  of  pushing  one  set 
of  jokers  out  to  make  way  for  another 
set. 

All  literary  and  music  events  at  the 
store  are  free.  It  helps  if  you  donate 
to  cover  the  wine  and  such,  and  if  the 
writers  have  anything  for  sale  it's  good 
of  you,  and  good  for  you,  to  buy  their 
offerings  if  you  possibly  can.  Donations 
at  events  don't  really  help  the  store's 
bottom  line;  they  just  help  minimize 
our  expense  in  presenting  them.  What 
helps  our  bottom  line  is  your  routine 
purchases  of  books,  cards,  magazines, 
etc.  That's  what  we're  in  business  to  sell 
and  we  can't  be  in  business  unless  we 
sell  'em. 

We  believe  we  have  an  obligation 
to  present  a  spectrum  of  music  and  lit- 
erary events,  and  of  course  they  help 
spread  awareness  of  the  store,  leading 
(we  hope)  to  sales  that  contribute  to  our 
(ever  elusive)  profitability. 

Bird  &  Beckett's  doing  better  all 
the  time,  but  we  aren't  really  there  yet! 
Thanks  for  your  support,  and  thanks  for 
introducing  us  to  your  friends! 


Eric  Whittington  is  proprietor  of  Bird 
&  Beckett  Books  and  Records,  2788 
Diamond  St.  For  orders  or  information 
call  586-3733.  For  coming  events,  see 
"Community  Calendar"  on  page  20. 


Classifieds 


Computer  repairs,  mainte- 
nance and  user  education  (tutor- 
ing). Hardware  and  software: 
installation,  configuration,  and 
upgrades.  Broadband  installation, 
and  network  (wired  and  wireless) 
setup.  Virus,  Trojan,  and  spyware 
removal  (Flat  rate— guaranteed). 
Website  construction.  Competi- 
tive rates,  house  calls,  small  to 
large  jobs  and  can  work  with  non- 
technical individuals.  References. 
John  415-586-2333 

End  Homework  Hassles 

Family  time's  better  spent! 
www.mystudybuddy.org 
Jane  Radcliffe  415-586-4577. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy: 

Residence/ Business/home 
office  phone  wiring.  FAX/ 
Modem/DSL.  Dead  jacks  made 
live!  Remodel  Planning.  Free 
estimates.  On-time  appoint- 
ments. 20  years  experience.  641- 
8654,  charlie@sfphoneguy.com. 

August  Moon  Massage 

Jana  Hutcheson.  Swedish,  Shi- 
atsu, LomiLomi,  Deep  Tissue, 
Sports  Massage.  Office  space 
on  Diamond  Street  and  house 
calls  available.  Gift  certificates. 
$70/hour.  Author  of  Healing 
Alternatives.  Call  415-647-7517 
for  appt.  today. 

Stereo  Repair  House  Calls/ 
Home  Theater  Setup 

Here's  a  service  that's  very 
convenient  at  a  reasonable 
price.  Gene's  Sound  Service 
offers  personalized  in-home 
repair  of  stereo  components; 
and  installation  of  audio,  video, 
and  home  theater  systems  with 
day,  evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available.  Serving 
S.  F.  and  Bay  Area  since  1983. 
"Gene's  honest  and  knows  his 
stuff.  Give  him  a  try,"  says  Bobby 
McFerrin.  Gene's  Sound  Service. 
415-377-1258. 

Garage  For  Rent 

On  a  lane  in  Glen  Park  that  is 
not  suitable  for  everyday,  so 
motorcycle  or  storage  use  only. 
ii'  x  16',  $200,  month  to  month. 
Call  841-9313. 


Howard  Reinstein 

EXPERIENCE  MAKES 
THE  DIFFERENCE!  vSg/ 

Call  (415)664-9175  ext. 252 

Howard  Reinstein  is  the  #1  Glen  Park  Agent  Out 
of  4,000  Agents!  :  Top  Producer  :  Prudential  was 
the  #1  Real  Estate  Company  for  Glen  Park  in  2004 


JUST  SOLD 

526  CHENERY 


"Your  services,  dedication  and  energy  surpassed 
all  expectations  we  had.  You  orchestrated  the 
renovation  that  greatly  enhanced  the  salability  of 
the  house  and  made  the  process  seamless  and 
clear.  Thank  you  for  being  our  realtor,  and  in  the 
end  our  friend." 

-ANGAUKA  &  YON,  281  Arlington,  Clen  Park,  July  2005 


#1  Glen  Park  Agent 
&  2004  Top  Producer 

Prudential  President's  Circle  Award 
Winner  for  Five  Straight  Years  i  Featured 
in  The  Wall  Street  Journal  :  In  the  Top 
2%,  Nationally  i  Partner,  Chenery  Park 
Restaurant  i  Chairman  of  Sponsor 
Development,  the  Clen  Park  Festival 

Cet  up-to-date  pricing  on  Glen  Park  home  sales 

at  www.glenparkneighbors.com 
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Glenridce  Cooperative  Nursery  School 

Benefit  Auction  2005 


anted 


B  Forest 


Saturday,  November  12,  2005 
6:00  pm  to  10:00  pm 

8:1s  pm  silent  auction  tables  begin  to  close. 
9.  75  pm  live  auction  begins. 
Food  served  6-.oo  pm-8.30  pm. 

The  Janet  Pomeroy  Center 

formerly  known  as  RCH  Lake  Merced  Club 

207  Skyline  Boulevard,  San  Francisco 
$20.00  admission 

%  Great  silent  and  live  auction  items 

Great  food,  drink,  and  music 
Great  fun   All  for  a  GREAT  cause! 

Ticket  price  of  $10  Is  tax  deductible. 
Tax  ID  0  94- 1731144. 

Come  find  one  of  a  kind,  handcrafted  items  and  great  bargains  from  beautiful  jewelry 
to  a  fantastic  vacation  to  Puerto  Vallarta  and  gift  certificates  to  your  favorite  restaurants. 
Get  your  holiday  shopping  finished  early! 
Please  contact  Julie  Garcia  for  tickets  at  41 5-61 3-6774  or  julieg@prodigy.net. 
Tickets  are  also  available  at  the  door. 


Digging  the  Dirt: 
News  from  the  Garden  Club 


In  Glen  Canyon  Park 


by 
Jean 
Conner 


When  walking  in  the  park  we  often 
miss  seeing  some  of  the  abundant 
smaller  wildlife  in  Glen  Canyon.  John 
Hafernik,  who  often  leads  bug  walks 
for  the  Friends  of  Glen 
Canyon  and  neighbors, 
says  that  children  are 
best  at  spotting  smaller 
creatures.  I  saw  proof 
of  this  on  a  nature  walk 
one  spring  with  a  group  of  adults  and 
one  boy  about  six  or  seven  years  old. 
During  the  walk,  he  pointed  out  at  least 
15  banana  slugs  that  we  adults  walked 
past  without  noticing.  I  thought  there 
were  no  longer  any  banana  slugs  in  the 
canyon  before  he  found  them. 

I  have  found  two  more  native  spe- 
cies of  snails  while  working  in  the  park. 
The  snails  are  not  easy  to  find.  One  of 
them  looks  very  much  like  our  non- 
native  garden  snail  and  the  other  snail, 
flat  and  smaller  than  a  dime,  is  usually 
hidden  under  damp  leaf  litter. 

Butterfly  enthusiasts  know  Glen 
Canyon  to  be  the  best  place  in  San 
Francisco  to  find  butterflies.  Some 
butterflies,  such  as  the  checkered  skip- 
per butterfly,  are  so  well  camouflaged 
that  you  won't  see  one  unless  it  moves. 


Larger  butterflies  are  much  easier  to 
see.  We  saw  a  very  cooperative  mourn- 
ing cloak  butterfly  during  a  recent  insect 
walk  in  the  park. 

Mourning  cloaks  are  listed  as  com- 
mon but  this  is  only  the  third  time  I've 
seen  one  during  the  years  I've  been 
walking  in  the  canyon.  This  one  was  on 
a  butterfly  bush  in  the  butterfly  garden! 
It  flew  over  the  fence  and  landed  on  the 
hat  of  one  of  the  people  on  the  walk. 
It  remained  there  while  we  marveled 
at  it  and  the  cameras  clicked.  Then  it 
flew  back  to  the  butterfly  bush,  posed 
some  more,  and  then  flew  back  onto  the 
shoulder  of  one  of  the  photographers. 
The  mourning  cloak  butterfly  gets  its 
name  from  its  black  wings  bordered  by 
a  cream-colored  band.  It  flies  all  year 
and  you  may  be  surprised  to  see  it  on  a 
warm  day  in  February.  The  food  plants 
for  its  larva  include  willow  and  alder, 
both  of  which  are  found  along  Islais 
Creek. 

We  have  found  a  much  larger 
insect  when  working  in  the  canyon: 
the  Jerusalem  cricket  (also  known  as 
the  potato  bug).  You  may  unearth  one 

continued  on  next  page 


Surprises  abound  here  in  Glen  Park. 
Now  that  it's  fall  we  are  just  beginning 
to  enjoy  summer-like 
by         weather,  and  gardens 

Carol    ■  that  have  been  con- 
Maerzke    fUSed  all  summer  will 
start  looking  happier. 
Now  is  the  time  to 
be  out  cleaning,  trimming,  planting 
and  fertilizing  because  the  weather  is 
warm  and  fall  rain  will  help  plants  get 
a  healthy  start. 

Plant  expert  Jeff  Britt  spoke  to  the 
garden  club  about  the  best  perennials 
for  Glen  Park,  and  reminded  us  that  it's 
best  to  purchase  small,  less  expensive 
plants.  A  perennial  is  a  plant  that  lives 
for  more  than  two  years,  whose  top 
growth  dies  each  winter  and  reappears 
the  next  spring,  unless  of  course  it's 
evergreen. 

Shrubby  perennials  are  attractive 
and  don't  get  too  big,  are  easy  to  grow 
year-round  and  will  sometimes— since 
our  climate  is  unique— flower  all  year. 
One  shrub  that  does  well  is  the  camellia. 
Our  family  has  one  that  is  45  years  old, 
growing  in  a  pot,  that  was  a  gift  when 
our  son  was  born.  It  is  evergreen  and 
produces  beautiful  blooms  every  year. 
Others  are  campanula,  which  are  long 
flowering,  tough  and  snail-proof,  and 
geraniums  with  beautiful  foliage  and 
lots  of  flowers. 

Salvia  is  shrubby  and  should  be  cut 
back  in  winter.  Euphorbia  has  attractive 
foliage  and  showy,  long-lasting  bracts. 
Among  many  others  are  coreopsis, 
dahlias,  penstemon  and  pelargonium. 

Good  annuals  to  consider  planting 
this  time  of  year  are  pansies,  violas  and 
primroses.  They  provide  good  cover  for 
newly  planted  bulbs,  and  bring  a  burst 


of  color  to  your  garden. 

It  is  surprising  how  many  beautiful 
roses  grow  in  Glen  Park.  Most  roses  need 
at  least  six  hours  of  direct  sunlight  per 
day,  regular  deep  watering,  rich  loamy 
soil  with  good  drainage,  and  adequate 
space  to  grow.  There  are  old  heritage 
roses,  but  hybrid  teas,  from  China,  and 
large  shrub  roses  are  the  most  popular. 
They  are  easy  to  care  for,  versatile  and 
very  colorful.  Floribundas  grow  shorter 
and  bloom  abundantly.  Many  climbing 
roses  are  seen  here  in  Glen  Park  ram- 
bling over  fences,  arbors  and  garden 
walls. 

Some  of  the  biggest  surprises  in 
Glen  Park  are  tucked  in  our  alleyways, 
which  in  earlier  times  were  carriage 
lanes.  Penny  Lane  was  named  after  the 
Beatles  song  because  it  is  between  Sus- 
sex and  Surrey  streets.  Poppy  Lane  used 
to  be  a  cow  trail  leading  to  the  dairies 
and  was  named  for  the  main  wildflower 
found  growing  there.  Ohlone  Way,  fea- 
tured at  the  home  and  garden  show 
several  years  ago,  gets  its  name  from 
the  Indian  tribe  that  lived  here. 

On  a  recent  tour  of  these  lanes,  Jill 
Potter  and  author  Dolan  Eargle  guided 
us  through  their  charming  gardens  on 
Ohlone  Way  and  we  got  to  view  the 
habitat  of  the  feral  cats  that  comfort- 
ably reside  there.  Roses,  blackberries  to 
pop  into  your  mouth,  evening  primroses 
and  escolonia  are  among  the  delights  to 
be  savored.  Take  a  stroll  through  these 
charming  paths  and  experience  the  many 
treasures  and  surprises  of  Glen  Park. 

For  more  information  on  the  Glen  Park 
Garden  Club,  contac  t  Mary  Betlach, 
Glen  Park  Garden  Club  chair,  at  586- 
2318  or  betlack@earthlink.net. 


Destination 


Baking  Company 


Your  neighborhood  destination  for  quality  baked  goods! 


598  Chenery  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131  415.469.0730 
Monday  through  Friday  6:30am  -  6:30pm,  Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00am  -  4:00pm 
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Cherry-headed  Conures 


Photo  by  Trish  Foschi 


Parrots?  In  Glen  Park? 


San  Francisco's  Telegraph  Hill  has  been 
home  to  a  flock  of  wild 
parrots  since  at  least  1990. 

Elizabeth  Tfhey:re  ,eve"  thf  subJec' 

Weise  a  documen- 
tary called  The  Wild  Par- 
rots of  Telegraph  Hill  by 
Mark  Bittner.  But  a  few  appear  to  have 
decided  that  the  food  is  better  in  Glen 
Park.  Several  of  the  brightly  colored 
birds  have  been  sighted  dining  here. 

Trish  Foschi,  who  lives  with  her 
husband  Stuart  Hall  on  the  corner  of 
Swiss  and  Sussex,  first  noticed  the  par- 
rots feeding  in  a  neighbor's  bush  the 
morning  of  August  25.  She  caught  the 
accompanying  picture  of  them  out  her 
dining  room  window  on  August  30. 

"So  far,  we  have  only  seen  them 
land  on  the  wires  in  the  intersection 
and  in  our  neighbor's  backyard  on  this 


particular  bush,"  she  reports.  "Stuart 
counted  nine  at  one  time,  but  I  think 
there  are  more.  Surprisingly,  no  one 
else  seems  to  have  noticed  — except 
our  younger  cat,  Bria,"  she  says. 

The  parrots  are  known  variously 
as  the  cherry-headed  conure,  the  red- 
masked  conure,  the  red-masked  para- 
keet, or  the  red-headed  conure.  Their 
scientific  name  is  Aratinga  erythrog- 
enys.  Members  of  the  Telegraph  Hill 
flock  have  been  known  to  go  as  far 
afield  as  Noe  Valley  in  the  summer 
months  but  this  appears  to  be  the  first 
sighting  in  Glen  Park. 

The  birds,  originally  brought  from 
the  west  side  of  the  Andes  in  south- 
ern Ecuador  and  the  extreme  north  of 
Peru,  are  pets  or  their  descendents  that 
either  escaped  or  were  freed  by  their 
owners. 


IN  GLEN  CANYON  PARK 

CONTINUED  FROM  PREVIOUS  PAGE 

of  them  in  your  garden  sometime.  It  is 
a  large  flightless  cricket  approximately 
2  inches  long.  It  is  usually  light  brown 
with  black  stripes  on  its  large  abdo- 
men. It  burrows  underground  and  feeds 
on  roots  or  tubers,  hence  its  name  of 
potato  bug.  It  is  quite  frightening  to  see 
because  of  its  large  size  but  it  is  quite 
harmless  — but  I  wouldn't  want  to  pick 
it  up.  I  have  been  told  that  it  can  bite 
but  is  not  poisonous.  It  is  easy  enough 
to  just  observe  it  without  handling. 

In  contrast  to  the  Jerusalem  cricket, 
we  found  some  tiny  crickets  hiding  in 
the  damp  earth  under  logs.  These  crick- 
ets were  so  small  that  you  needed  a  mag- 
nifying glass  to  discern  that  what  you 
were  actually  looking  at  was  a  cricket. 

I  hope  all  of  you  noticed  the  Clarkia 
blooming  on  the  east  hillside  of  the  can- 
yon. There  were  two  large  patches  along 
with  some  scattered  individual  plants 
still  blooming  in  the  middle  of  August. 


Clarkia  is  also  known  as  "Farewell  to 
Spring"  so  it  was  a  surprise  to  see  it  so 
late  in  the  summer.  Our  Clarkia  in  Glen 
Canyon  is  Clarkia  Rubicunda  and  it  has 
pink  petals  with  red  near  the  center. 

Slow  down  and  really  look  the  next 
time  you  do  your  walk  in  our  beauti- 
ful canyon.  You  may  be  pleased  by 
the  unexpected  things  you  discover. 
Coming  soon  to  Glen  Canyon  Park  are 
interpretive  signs  that  will  show  some 
of  the  plants  and  animals  that  you  might 
see. 


Image  courtesy  of  Jean  Conner 


DANU  HAIR  DESIGN 

Real  People  /  Real  Hair 
your  life  •  your  look  •  your  choice 


$15.00 

off  initial  color  or  full  hi-lite 

$10.00 

off  haircut 


Danu  Hair  Design  •  1304A  Castro  at  24th 
415.643.4405 
www.danuhairdesign.com 


offer  good  until  ends 
may  not  be  combined  with  other  offer 
one  time  use  only 


St.  Luke's 
Hospital 

A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 
With  You.  For  Life. 


ww.3tiukes-sf.org 


St  Luke's 
Cardiovascular  Center 


St  Luke*  has  brought  *onv>  or  the  most  advanced  heart  car©  right 

into  your  nwghboihood. 

Cardiovascular  Center  Oftes  paDrOti  ftfXOlS 

to  state-of-the-art  equipment  «  our  Cardiac  Catnetenzatioo  lab 
inchidng: 

•  Diagnostic  Cardiac  Catheterization 

•  Diagnostic  Cardiac  and  Partaharai  Vfescutor  Angiography 

•  Pacemaker  and  DefibnfieiOf  Insertion 

•  Sectropnysotogy  Studtes 

•  Complete  Non-invasive  Diagnostic  Tastng  with 
rxfxx^dtographic  and  Nuclear  Imaging  Teats 

St  Luke  s  Cardiac  Cathetenzatcm  Laboratory  and  new* 
Car<*ova.\cuLar  Center  were  developed  art  coSaboranon  with 
California  Pacific  Medical  Center  and  the  Sutter  Health  Weal  Bay 

Cardiovascular  Services  Program. 

For  more  Information  on  St.  Luke's  Cardiovascular  Center  and 
to  receive  a  free  copy  of  our  medical  staff  directory.  Including 
our  highly  trained  cardiologists,  call  415-641-6667. 
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Real  Estate  in  Glen  Park 


The  real  estate  market  continues  to  be 
robust  in  our  sought-after 
by        neighborhood,  with  most 
Bill       properties  selling  above 
Berry     asking  price.  Here  is  the 
sales  activity  in  the  Glen 
Park  area  of  San  Francisco  from  June 


to  September  1,  2005. 


Bill  Berry  is  a  Realtor  with  Paragon 
Real  Estate  Group.  For  any  of  your  real 
estate  needs,  you  can  reach  him  at  738- 
7022,  or  at  bberry@paragon-re.com. 


Single  Family  Homes 


Date 

Address 

List  Price 

Sold  Price 

05/11 

2650  Diamond  St. 

$849,000 

$985,000 

05/19 

100  Roanoke  St 

$829,000 

$845,000 

06/01 

\J\JI\J  1 

771?  Diamond  St 

<t  i  |  000 

« i  i  ooo 

06/21 

201  Sussex  St. 

$649,000 

$902,000 

06/24 

48  Chilton  Ave. 

$1,750,000 

$1,825,000 

06/28 

281  Arlington  St. 

$849,000 

$95 1 .000 

07/01 

24  Addison  St. 

$839,000 

$910,000 

07/08 

442  Arlington  St. 

$809,000 

$975,000 

07/15 

49  Elk  St. 

$879,000 

$1,205,000 

07/15 

398  Surrey  St. 

$1,398,000 

$1,395,000 

07/19 

1740  Sanchez  St. 

$1,195,000 

$1,250,000 

07/22 

1  ^0  I  innard  Ave 

$779  000 

$935  000 

07/22 

283  Bemis  St. 

$899,000 

$1,155,000 

07/29 

542  Laidley  St. 

$799,000 

$950,000 

08/04 

75  Everson  St. 

$2,199,000 

$2,150,000 

08/11 

3001  Castro  St. 

$749,000 

$890,500 

08/16 

526  Chenery  St. 

$729,000 

$800,000 

08/16 

1770  Dolores  St. 

$1,125,000 

$1,075,000 

08/17 

43  Nordhoff  St. 

$929,000 

$1,160,000 

08/26 

54  Sussex  St. 

$879,000 

$1,155,000 

Condos/TICs 

Date 

Address 

List  Price 

Sold  Price 

06/08 

70  Wilder  St. 

$685,000 

$685,000 

07/15 

154  Everson  St. 

$749,000 

$804,000 

07/29 

152  Laidley  St. 

$569,000 

$554,775 

2-  4  Unit  Buildings 

Date 

Address 

List  Price 

Sold  Price 

06/1  s 

85-87  Miguel  St. 

$1,100,000 

$1,204,000 

06/22 

37-39  Joost  Ave. 

$919,000 

$895,000 

07/08 

49A  Miguel  St 

$899,000 

$875,000 

07/15 

1 57- 1 59  Chenery  St.  $  1 . 1 80,000 

$1,204,000 

Dear  Friends  and  Neighbors: 

I  am  announcing  my  transition  from  Glen  Park 

Merchant  to  Glen  Park  Realtor. 


Tiffany  C.  Farr 

REALTORS 

415  664-9175  ext275 

PRUDENTIAL  REAL  ESTATE 

677  Portola  Drive 

San  Framisro,  CA  94127 


•  30  year  Glen  Park  Homeowner 
•  21  years  Glen  Park  Merchant 
•  Co-ordinator  Sussex  Street  SAFE  Block 
•  Past  President  Glen  Park  Merchants  issn. 

•  Past  Vice  Presidenl  Glen  Park  Assn. 

•  2002  Chair  of  Glen  Park  Garden  Club 

•  Committee  Member  Glen  Park  Branch  Librarj 
Capital  Campaign 

Let  me  help  you  Buy  or  Sell  your  home  or  investment 
property.  I  am  dedicated  to  serving  m)  clients. 


VINCE  BEAUDET,  Community  !  nvolved  Realtor 

Lives,  works  &  volunteers  in  Glen  Park  lO-year  Resident  &  Homeowner  on  Elk 
Street  Treasurer  &  Vendor  Booth  Chairman,  Glen  Park  Festival  20  years  experi- 
ence in  finance  accounting  and  commercial  real  estate  (or  F-orlune  500  Companies 

Let  Vince  put  his  experience  to  work  for  you  today! 


DECENT  SALES  INCLUDE 


HERTH 


REAL  ESTATE 

Established  in  1%S 
www.herth.com 


GLCN  PARK,  SOIO($1.2M)      ASWBURY  HEIGHTS,  SOLD  ($1.7M) 

cell  415-760-6254  otf.ee  415-861-5222  x333  .m,.l  vincekeaudet@herth.com 
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y\  Ensuring  quality 

we  want  to  health  care  services  in 

I hear  from 
you  v  San  Francisco 


Despite  what  you  may  have  heard,  our  goal  at 
St.  Luke'S  Hospital,  as  it  always  has 

been,  is  to  ensure  the  continued  delivery  of 
quality  health  care  services  to  the  people  of 
San  Francisco. 

Sure  we're  facing  tough  times,  but  with  the  finan- 
cial support  of  Sutter  Health  and  in  collaboration 
with  our  sister  affiliate,  California  Pacific  Medical 
Center,  we  are  examining  every  possible  option  to 
create  a  financially  viable  St.  Luke's;  and  we 
would  like  your  help  to  do  It. 

First,  don't  listen  to  the  rumors  You  can 

learn  more  about  the  plans  for  St.  Luke's  and 


get  dates  and  times  for  upcoming  community 
forums  by  checking  out  our  online  updates  at 
www.stlukes-sf.org. 

Second,  we  want  to  hear  from  you  about 
your  health  care  needs  and  suggestions  for 
an  improved  St.  Luke's.  Visit  our  website  at 
www.stlukes-sf.org  to  complete  a  brief 
questionnaire.  Your  valuable  information  will 
assist  us  in  planning  for  St.  Luke's  future.  If  you 
complete  the  questionnaire,  as  a  token  of  our 
appreciation,  your  name  will  be  entered  into  a 
drawing  for  a  new  digital  camera.  If  you  prefer 
to  receive  the  survey  by  mail,  please  call  us  at 
1-866-332-2249  to  request  a  copy. 


St.  Luke's 
TP  Hospital 


A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


(415)  647-8600 
www.stlukes-sf.org 

Community  Based,  Not  For  Profit 
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Community  Calendar 


Glen  Park  Association 

Quarterly  meetings  are  held  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  January,  April,  July 
and  October  at  7:30  p.m.  Everyone  is 
welcome  — members  and  non-members 
alike. 

Next  meeting:  Tuesday,  Oct.  1 1 , 
2005, 7:30  p.m.,  St.  John's  School,  925 
Chenery  St.  Parking  is  available  in  the 
school's  fenced  lot.  A  police  community 
representative  will  discuss  community 
safety  and  Block  Watches.  A  representa- 
tive of  the  Neighborhood  Parks  Council 
will  discuss  monitoring  park  planning 
and  fund  raising  for  our  parks. 

Glen  Park  Advisory  Board 

Community  Meeting:  Wednesday, 
Nov.  2, 6:30  p.m.  at  the  Rec  Center  audi- 
torium. The  Advisory  Board  works  hand 
in  hand  with  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  to  make  our  park  the  best 
in  the  city.  If  you  care  about  what's  hap- 
pening in  Glen  Canyon  Park,  you  should 
attend  this  meeting  and  join  in  the  dialog 
with  other  interested  neighbors.  Those 
who  can't  make  this  meeting  can  send 
concerns  or  suggestions  to  Miriam  Moss 
at  moss3x@earthlink.net,  or  request 
more  information. 

Volunteer  Mural  Painting  Days: 
Thursday,  Sept. 22  and  Saturday,  Sept. 
24, 9  a.m.-2  p.m.  Artist  Linda  Ng  (who 
did  the  murals  along  the  tennis  courts 
and  in  front  of  the  auditorium  stage)  has 
designed  a  Glen  Park  Canyon-themed 
mural  for  the  side  of  the  Rec  Center 
facing  the  new  picnic  tables.  Think 
trees,  squirrels  and  other  flora  and 
fauna.  She'll  direct  volunteer  painters 
(maybe  you?),  who  will  be  encouraged 
to  contribute  their  own  artistic  touches. 
Rec  and  Park  has  prepared  the  wall.  The 
Advisory  Board  will  provide  all  materi- 
als, hopefully  with  donations  requested 
from  the  Home  Depot. 


Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Meetings  and  Plant  Restoration 
Work  Parties:  Third  Saturday  of  each 
month.  9  a.m.-noon.  Next  dates:  Sept. 
17,  Oct.  15  and  Dec.  19.  Meet  behind 
the  Recreation  Center. 

Weekly  Work  Parties:  Every 
Wednesday,  9  a.m.-noon.  For  the 
current  week's  meeting  place  contact 
Richard  Craib,  648-0862. 

Geology  Walk:  Saturday,  Oct.  8, 10 
a.m.  Meet  behind  the  Rec  Center  for  this 
walk.  Contact  Richard  Craib  for  more 
information. 

November  Bird  Walk:  Sunday, 
Nov.  13,  9  a.m.  David  Armstrong  will 
lead  another  of  his  popular  free  walks 
for  novices  and  experts,  spotting  feath- 
ered residents  of  the  canyon. 

Pancakes  in  the  Park:  Sunday, 
Nov.  13,  10:30  a.m.,  following  the  bird 
walk.  Richard  Craib's  famous  breakfast 
of  coffee,  orange  joice,  bacon  and  pan- 
cakes is  just  $5.  Your  RSVP  will  help 
him  plan:  648-0862. 

To  join  Friends,  or  for  more  infor- 
mation about  their  activities,  contact 
Jean  Conner  at  584-8576  or  Richard 
Craib  at  648-0862. 

Glen  Park  Branch  Library 

Art  Selection  Meeting:  Tuesday, 
Sept.  20,  7  p.m.  Jeff  Northam,  one  of 
the  two  artists  chosen  to  create  a  tile 
mural  for  our  new  branch  library,  will 
talk  about  the  artwork  and  seek  com- 
munity input  at  the  current  library,  653 
Chenery  St. 

Tuesday  Story  Time:  Weekly,  at 
10:30  a.m.  On  Oct.  18  there  will  be 
a  special  performance  by  Cascada  de 
Flores  in  honor  of  Latino/Hispanic 
month. 

Workshop  for  Elders 

Wednesday,  Sept.  21,9  a.m.,  Noon, 


Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center, 
66  Raymond  St.  A  free  workshop  for 
elders  on  the  prevention  of  fraud  and 
financial  exploitation.  Lunch,  childcare 
and  door  prizes  provided.  Call  586-6998 
for  reservations. 

SFPD  Community  Forums 

Third  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
7  p.m.:  All  residents  are  encouraged  to 
participate  in  the  monthly  Community 
Relations  Forum  at  SFPD's  Ingleside 
Police  Station,  hosted  by  Captain  Paul 
Chignell.  There  are  refreshments,  guest 
speakers,  and  the  opportunity  to  ask 
questions  and  air  your  concerns.  Drop 
in  and  get  acquainted  with  some  of  the 
dedicated  people  whose  job  is  keeping 
our  neighborhood  safe.  The  main  station 
number  is  404-4000,  or  e-mail  Captain 
Chignell  at  Paul_Chignell@ci.sf.ca.us. 
Next  dates:  Sept.  20,  Oct.  18,  Nov.  15. 

Light  Yoga  Classes 

Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  6:15- 
7:15  p.m.  (except  second  Tuesday  of 
each  month).  Light  Yoga  classes  at  the 
Glen  Park  Recreation  Center  are  an  easy 
way  to  begin  or  continue  the  study  of  the 
Iyengar  method  of  Hatha  Yoga. 

Christine  Trost  teaches  the  basic 
poses,  and  modifies  postures  to  suit 
your  own  physical  requirements.  This 
is  a  free  community  service  (some  leave 
gratuities  for  the  teacher).  Wear  com- 
fortable pants  and  top.  Bring  a  Yoga  mat 
or  large  towel.  For  more  information  call 
Christine  at  846-8481  or  e-mail  her  at 
catyoga@gmail.com. 

Bird  &  Beckett 

Bird  &  Beckett  Books  &  Records, 
2788  Diamond  St.,  presents  a  cornuco- 
pia of  regularly  scheduled  and  special 
literary  and  musical  events  in  the  heart 
of  Glen  Park.  All  events  are  free,  but 
donations  are  encouraged  and  the 
musicians  and  other  artists  appreciate 
tips.  Remember  to  buy  a  book,  record, 
greeting  card  or  T-shirt  when  you  attend 
these  events.  Your  support  is  essential 
to  help  keep  our  neighborhood  treasure 
open. 

Book  club  meetings  and  jazz 
sessions  are  listed  at  www.bird- 
beckett.com,  or  call  586-3733  for  more 
information. 

Coming  Events: 

Every  Friday,  5:30  p.m.:  Jazz  in 
the  Bookshop  with  the  Chuck  Peter- 
son Sextet.  This  is  a  great  neighborhood 
party  every  single  week,  and  the  music 
is  tremendous. 

Every  Sunday:  Jazz  solo  piano. 


1 1  a.m.,  Judy  plays  the  American  Song- 
book;  3  p.m.,  Joe  Joffee  performs  jazz 
standards. 

First  Sunday  of  every  month, 
6  p.m.:  Live  jazz  with  the  Henry  Irvin 
Trio. 

Sunday,  Oct.  16,  4:30  p.m.:  Live 
jazz  with  the  Omar  Aran  Quartet. 

First  and  third  Monday,  7:30  p.m.: 
Open  mic  poetry  series  plus  featured 
poets. 

Sept.  19,  Christopher  Bernard 

(A  Spy  in  the  Rums)  and  Fae  Bigdoli 
(Cracked  Pomegranate)  read  from  and 
sign  their  new  novels  from  Oakland's 
Regent  Press.  Oct.  3,  Ryu  Makoto 
with  violin  accompaniment.  Oct.  17, 
Avotcja. 

Second  Tuesday,  7:30  p.m.:  The 
Eminent  Authors  Birthday  Reading 
features  an  open  reading  from  the  works 
of  favorite  authors  whose  birthdays  fall 
during  the  month. 

First  Wednesday,  7  p.m.:  Bird  & 
Beckett  Book  Club  discusses  a  book 
every  month.  All  are  welcome.  The 
book  for  Oct.  5  is  The  Life  of  Pi,  by 
Yann  Martel.  October  participants  will 
choose  the  November  selection. 

Tuesday,  Sept.  20,  7:30  p.m.:  The 
Friends  and  Students  of  Diane  di  Prima 
Poetry  Series  presents  a  celebration  of 
"Modest  Proposal"  chapbooks:  Jeanne 
Brondino,  Elizabeth  Gjelton  and  Jo 
Kaufman  read  their  work;  the  poems 
of  Tony  Lima  read  by  Diane  di  Prima 
and  the  poems  of  Maxine  Wyman  read 
by  Elizabeth  Gjelton. 

Sunday.  Sept.  25,  2  p.m.:  Poet 
Brandon  Cermat  reads  his  work. 

Sunday,  Sept.  25, 4:30  p.m.:  Walker 
Brents  discusses  the  work  of  poet 
Charles  Olson. 

Sunday,  Oct.  9,  4:30  p.m.:  Author 
Autumn  Stephens  and  other  contribu- 
tors read  from  Roar  Softly  and  Carry  a 
Great  Lipstick:  28  Women  Writers  on 
Life,  Sex,  and  Survival. 

Thursday,  Oct.  13,  7:30  p.m.:  Bird 
&  Beckett  Political  Book  Discussion 
Group.  The  book  is  Politics:  Argu- 
ments and  Observations,  by  Hendrick 
Hertzberg. 

Sunday,  Oct.  23,  4:30  p.m.:  "Hard 
as  a  Diamond,  Soft  as  Dirt."  Humboldt 
writer  (and  former  Glen  Park  resident) 
Jeff  DeMark  performs  his  theatrical 
one-man  show  touching  on  his  efforts 
to  connect  with  his  dying  father  through 
their  shared  love  of  baseball  and  story- 
telling. 

Sunday,  Oct.  30, 4:30  p.m .:  Walker 
Brents  discusses  the  work  of  Russian 
symbolist  author  Andrey  Biely. 


Glen  Park  Advisory  Board 
Addressing  Urgent  Issues 

"We  really  need  to  continue  to  increase  the  programming  and  the 
maintenance  at  our  park,"  says  Miriam  Moss  of  the  Glen  Park 
Advisory  Board.  "But  unless  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
hears  directly  from  our  community,  things  won't  get  done." 

That's  why  it's  important  that  all  interested  park  users  and  neigh- 
bors participate  in  the  Board's  next  meeting  at  the  Rec  Center  on 
Wednesday,  Nov.  2,  at  6:30  p.m. 

The  Advisory  Board  wants  your  opinions  about  the  future  of  Glen 
Canyon  Park  so  they  can  let  the  City  know  what  you  think  is  lack- 
ing. They'd  love  to  have  a  few  new  volunteers  to  help  plan  and  carry 
out  their  activities,  too.  For  more  information,  please  contact  Miriam 
Moss  at  moss3x@earthlink.net. 


